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+ geen Ey Worthley' 8 joy again 5 
revive in thy boſom.— And 5 
NN am] fo bleſs dam I in- 
deed poſſeſſed of my angelic wife? 
—Oh bliſs unutterable Forgive 
this tranſport. You wiſhed to know 
Vor. IV. 55 my : 


EL 
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my reception at the Duke s. Why 
ſhould J dally with the impatience 
ef a ſympathizing heart —Rejoice 
then, my friend: never was any hap- 
pineſs ſo complete as mine. Swift 


as the rein deer flew my faithful 


Buſiforus towards London, as if ſen- 
_ ſible of my impatience ; yet rapid as 
was his ſpeed, my imagination far 


outſtrippedi it. Ten W 0 times 
I embraced my Fanny; ; ten thou- 
ſand times acknowledged the debt 1 4 


owed 1 to duty, love, and friendſhip. 5 
Every little incident that happened 
to detain me on the road, ſeemed 
more irkſome than the fatigues of a 


long campaign to a famiſhed ſoldier. 4 


At Cheſter I met ſeveral of my ac- 
quaintance, among whom were Lord 
"_ and Sir Joun Rover; the former = 
you 


u 


and Lab Caroline S: 3 


you may remember, whoſe e 
nature when at ſchool gained him 
many a ſtripe for the faults of others. 
They were all fort joyeux, and ſwore 
I ſhould not go further that evening; 
but neither their rhetoric, or the 
dreary proſpect of a dark night, could 
keep me from purſuing my journey. 
1 was not fo unfortunate a knight 
as to be without my adventures, one 
of which was ſo ſingular that I can- 
not forbear the particulars, My own 
| ſervant I left fick at Cheſter, and 
| hired another one recommended by 
my landlord as an honeſt careful fel 
low, and well verſed in the road. 
We had travelled ſome hours be- | 
fore 1 perceived my eſquire to 
have any other fear than for my 
health, Seeing me determined to 
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proceed as faſt as poſſible, and-that I 
halted but ſeldom for refreſhment, 
Which he, who did not feel the 
pangs of abſence, thought abſolutely 5 
neceſſary, he declared that I muſt 
ſtop at the Three Crowns, for we 
ſhould meet with no other houſe of 
entertainment for near twenty miles. 
We were then paſſing by the door, 
and 1 might have been tempted to 
liſten to the voice of my conductor, 
had not my horſe at that moment 
ſhewn ſuch a ſpirit to proceed, that 
to have betrayed leſs impatience, 
would have been unworthy my love. 
About twelve all light from the fair 
woon was ſuſpended, and not ne 
friendly ſtar appeared to guide us. To 
compleat our misfortunes; we found 
 oprſelves in the midſt of a foreſt, 


which 


which with fear and trembling, not 
in dread of my diſpleaſure but bis. 


on ſafety, he declared himſelf v unac- 


quainted with, ſaying it muſt be raiſ- 
ed by the devil, and that we ſhould 
be deſtroyed if we proceeded. any 


further. he fellow's apprehen- 


fions diſarmed my anger, and I turn- 
eld my horſe to quit this inchanted 


. fpot, when I heard him exclaim, O0 
Lord O Lord! it is all over with 


us! Lord have mercy on my wife 
and children! 1 enquired the cauſe 
of his fright, and found his voice 


proceeded from the ground, to which 


he declared he was tumbled by a 
witch, who had bound him faſt, 
and carried his horſe into the air; 


though his fright was real, an im- 


; mediate ft of laughter prevented 


7 + me: 
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me from aſſiſting him, till his te- 
peated groans awakened my com- 
paſſion. Having diſmounted and re- 
leaſed him from thraldom, I could 
ſcarce perſuade him, that what he 
had miſtaken for chains, was no 
more than the head of a large tree, 
| that either by deſign or accident, was 
throw acroſs the way. His horſe 
having ſtumbled, and laid poor 
Sancho in the middle, ſtood ' care- 
leſsly by cropping the tender her- 
bage from his leafy cage. Being 
once more remounted, we found the 
common road, and continued our 
journey without encountering any 
other very material adventure. The 


firſt appearance of London took 


from me all power of reflection; 
never was joy ſo tumultuous, I for- 


got 


© and Lady Caroline &. | 7 


got that it was neceſſary to ſend word 
of my arrival, and was poſting to the 
Duke's when a chariot paſſed me, 
which I knew to be Lord Henry' s 
jndge my ſituation, every other paſ- 
flon gave way to gratitude. I flew 
to the fide of the chariot, in which 
fat my benefactor ; the ſervants 
knew me, and had opened the door. 
Many people, on hearing their accla- 
mations, gathered round it: his 
” Lordſhip embraced me with ſuch an 
air of ſatisfaction and tenderneſs, that 
| the ſpectators, who were by this 
time greatly increaſed, and I ſuppoſe 2 
no ſtrangers to my ſtory, my Lord's 
ſervants being buſy amongſt them, 
gave a general ſhout, like what we, 
my Moncton, have been witneſs to 
when. out brave. ſoldiers have rent 
B 4 - 
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the vaulted ſky with the ſounds of 5 
victory. My Lord ordered his chariot 
to go on, and was ſo well pleaſed 


with their honeſt welcome, that he 


threw money amongſt them, for 
which he received another ſhout; 
and was followed by their prayers 


and bleſſings. I kifſed the hand 


that had raiſed me to happineſs, with 


an overflowing heart. How ſweet 
is it, my brother, to have the exqui- 
ſite pleaſure of endearing ourſelves to 
ſuch merit, at a price ſo ſmall as that 
- performing our duty! I have on- 
ly done mine; yet does Lord Henry 
every moment load me with freſh 
marks of approbation, and calls me 
the ſon of his boſom, the ſupporter 
| of his hopes. But let me leave the 
1 bewitching , or 1 ſhall gow 5 


and Lady Caroline S=—; 9 
vain of my own deeds. I went 
with his lordſhip: to a tavern, and. 
dreſſed with as much elegance as 1 
was maſter of; in the mean time, * 
meſſenger was diſpatched to the 
Duke's, a caution Lord Henry 
thought neceſſary, not only out of 

reſpect to that family, but for fear 
of the effects my ſudden appearance 

might have on my wife and mother. 

: —But n more of this by and by. 

— 5 Yours, Sc. Ec. 5 


Led Ebanto on 70 Mr. Roozns,. 


| CURSED mrs 0 1 : 

and affiſt me with thy con- 

trivances, thou infernal ſorcereſs; 

think that I have ſeen my mortal 
enemy receiving honours that might 

B 5 have 


— P ————T—— : c 
— ————— - 
— EY — 


„ be Hi Hories of Lag Frances 


Be have gratified the pride of princes; 
think how the ſoul of thy maſter 
ſuffered, when that old ſanctified 
prieſt, whoſe curſt piety has made | 
him the object of my hate, moved 
through a crowd of applauded cour- 

tiers up to the royal preſence; the 

ptide of fancied virtue giving him 
a kind of majeſtic haughtineſs, that 
ſeemed to demand adoration. This 

fool of conſcience, this grey-headed a 

ſaint muſt ſuffer; by my ſoul, he 
ſhall !—I know where he is moſt 
vulnerable, there will I ſtrike; fly, | 
this moment fly on the wings of 
cruelty, to execute that plan of ven- 
geance, which can alone eaſe the | 
wounded mind of thy maſter, 

 Epemoos, : 


| Colonel. 


"ne Lady 8 —. 1 


Colonel We 5 THLE v 70 Major 
5 Monxer ON. 


WAS ene troih immediate 
gratifying my friend's curioſity, . 


=» by a particular and unforeſeen en- 


: gagement, but am now returned to 
fulfill mine to him. I underſtood, 
by the return of the meſſage, that 


| _— 
the ladies were gone on an airing; but | 


that his Grace and and the Ducheſs: 
| longed impatiently to embrace me, 
I was received by them with intire 

: affection, and the Duke inſiſted on 

my repeating to him the particulars. 

of the late ſiege, by which, he polite- 
ly faid, I had brought freſh honour 

to his family ; ; her Grace bowed, M 
8 token i 


12 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
token of approbation ; and the eyes 
of my paternal friend turned joyful- 
ly upon me. I had juſt finiſhed my 
little narration, when the Duke's 
coach appeared ; A ſight that had 
near taken from me all power of 
ſpeaking. Lord Henry begged the 
ladies might not be made acquaint- 
ed with my being arrived, till he had 


firſt prepared Lady Frances. for the 
news, and the Ducheſs undertook ta 


55 break it to my mother: Lord Henry 
led me to a cloſet, in which he ſaid 
I could overhear his converſation 
with his niece; and leaving me there, 
went to hand her from the coach. 
O Moncton! put yourſelf in my 


tuation; the door was on a jar, be 


moſt beautiful of women entered, 
led by our common parent. 5 
; charm- 


1 Lach Caroline 13 
5 charming paſſage of Milton imme 
diately ſtruck me, where he deſcribes 
| the mother of mankind led by her 
heavenly Maker, whilſt I, like Adam, 
ſtood fixed in admiration at a work 
ſo perfect. Her eyes, that once ex- 


preſſed a doubt of happineſs, a kind 


of languid ſweetneſs now ſeemed the 


reſidence of laughing loves that 


danced on beams of pleaſure, pro- 


claiming from their cryſtal throne | 


that all within was tranquil, to which 


the animated bloom on her cheeks 
and dimple ſmile gave teſtimony; 

in ſhort, - through her whole perſon 
ſhone ſuch an air of content, ſuch a 
becoming livelineſs, that deſcription 

cannot reach, or youthful poets fancy, 
: when they love all amiable as ſhe 
was. I ſaw her enter, 158 one ſtep 


between. . 


Vo, hn, 
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between us, yet the feat of offending 
Lord Henry reftrained my eager feet; 
he judging of my impatience, told 
her he had that morning received an 
accountof my being eome to England. 
How D — when? — where? my dear 
Lord, eagerly aſked ſhe, From him 
ſelf, my love; taking her in his arms. 
Come forth my Worthley, no more 
ſhall my children be parted. By this 


time I was on my knees before her, 


when my mother ruſhed in and. 
claimed a ſhare in our endearments : 
my adored wife began to recover her 


agitated ſpirits. Our joy was paſſion- 


ate, nothing at that moment could 


7 improve it; may nothing ever hap- 


pen to deſtroy it. Adieu, my friend, 2 
2 make any felicity you own} dc. Ke. 


end as Caroline $== 


1 0 the Same. 


you are -wounded:: you. 7 ig 
_* wounded paſt a cure: Spirit, 


major, the pain is tranſient, the 


pleaſure laſting. Why was you not 
more minute in your deſcription: of 


the charmer? I will ſappoſe- her 
young, lovely, perfect miſtreſs ofthe | 


art of pleaſing; well deſcended, and 
formed for ſocial happineſs. Iwill 
ſuppoſe her deficient in point of for- 
tune; all is not right, or you would 
have been more particular; allow 


my ſuſpicion real, why ſhould for- 


une be a bar, when heaven has bleſt 
vou with affluence? But why adviſe 
I one whoſe judgment is ſuperior, 
whoſe is gn is undoubted? 1 
went. 
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went this morning to take a view of 
the houſe, given me by Lord Hen- 
ry, in Groſvenor- ſquare; I found it 

ſuperbly elegant, the furniture mag- 

nificent, and of immenſe value; not 
from many could I bear ſuch a load 
of obligations; but here, I have from 
my infancy been inured ſo to them, 
that, though uſe does not render 
them lighter, I am not humbled by 
their weight. To-morrow we ſhall 
loſe a part of this very agreeable fa- 

- mily; j Lady Ormſby, the ſiſter of my — 

Fanny, not being uſed to the thick 

fogs of London, and finding it dif- 

agree with her, has betray d an in- 

clination for what ſhe calls her na- 

tive air, at a village where Mr. Ne- 
: viſoa had the tweet ſatisfaction of 


impror: 


and Lady caroline §— 17 
improving the moſt bn i 


ol nature, Never was mind or per- 


ſon more replete with ornaments. 
Her requeſt being granted, the old 


|  grntlemani-and--her: lord; who-de« 


ſerves his lot of happineſs, are to 
attend her to fee thoſe amiable 
people return, for whom I have an 
affectionate tendre, and hear that 
my Moncton has nothing 4 
ſtruct his views of felicity, will be 
no ſmall addition to the joy of his | 
|  WoRTHLEY. | 


Lay on, to. (libido Lver 
HAMILTON, 1 9 


Tu H E benen 4 conveying | 
= a moment's fatisfaction to Aſhe 
| ly Park I cannot give up, even to 
F the 
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the moſt pleaſing. gratification of 

pride. Know then, my beloved 
friends, I am once more in the 
peaceful habitation of my early days, 

| where, under the eye of indulgent 

1 wiſdom, I was taught not to con- 
fine my happineſs within the nar- 

row bounds of ſelf. If we walked 
' nm the fields, if we ſtrolled into the 
F neighbouring park, my good pa- 
| rent, as 1, then believed him, would | 
patticularize the beauties as we 
paaſſed, and aſk, if I did not thin 
| we were as happy in being permit- 
med co tread that ſpacious field, as 
fi we were the poſſeſſors of it? Do 
{1 the hedges, would he ſay, ſeem leſs 
gay becauſe they do not ſupply me 
with fuel? Do the ffowers loſe their 
e or the Sraſs ita vrrdure, hor | 
cauſe: 
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cauſe J cannot call them mine. 
Muſt yonder field of corn, where 
golden heads bend to the ground, 
and wave in ſign of plenty, muſt 
ſuch a gift from heaven be paſſed 
unnoticed, becauſe it is the proper- 
* perhaps, of a more deſerving 
man? Has the fleet deer one ſpot 
leſs beautiful becauſe not deſtined 
do ſupply my table? Does that vaſt 
proſpect of valley, ſea and hill, ſeem 
leſs extenſive, becauſe I cannot ſtand. 


upon the top, and boaſt theſe lands 


are mine? Excuſe me, dear ladies, 
this repetition. But: why ſhould I 
apologize? I know you! all love 
my venerable parent. I told you I 
had taken myſelf from a 'pleaſing 
_ gratification, it was receiving the 
5 nen of my late companion 
"264 rilagers 
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villagers, who came to welcome 
me, being delighted, it ſeems, that I 
remembered them in my proſperity. 


| Lord OR MSN writes. 
I Know extreme Humility will not 


permit her to give you a juſt de- 
: ſcription. of this pretty cavalcade 


that thronged in honour to my, O 


extatic thought! my Caroline; the 
taſbk is mine; I need not tell you 
how my love was revered whilſt 
ſhe ſhone in retirement. The mo- 
ment her return was proclaimed in 
the town of N —— viſits from every 
genteel family Wem in; all ſnew- 
ed, by affectionate careſſes and a 
moadeſt diſtance, which ſhe endea- 


voured to reſtrain; that it was not 
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her rank, but merit, that engaged 
their admiration. This morning, 
as we fat at a window that over- 
looked a fine meadow, the ſound 
of muſic called our eyes that way : 
oO tabor and pipe, two French 


| horns and: a violin, led the van: 


in a minute the whole green was 
covered with men, women and 
children. Neither Mr. Neviſon or 
myſelf were much ſurpriſed; ſhe 
- we whom the compliment was de- : 
= ſigned, was the laſt to imagine 
the motive K appearance. = 
— Advancing almoſt to the window, a 
ring was formed, encompaſſing ten 
young women, choſen from the 
reſt for genteel perſons, all drefſed 
in white linen veſts, their hair hang- 
15 ing Hole in their necks, and each a 
crown 


22 The Hiftory of Lady France: 
crown of ſpring-flowers on her head, 
When they ſaw us ſtanding at the 
window, every one eagerly, but 
with great order, preſſed forward. 
The muſic again ſtruck up, the crowd 
fell back, and the ten young wo- 
men came nearer, bent one knee to 
the ground, and taking the garlands 
from their heads, ranged them be- = 
fore the window: the deity they 
| ſeemed to adore threw up the ſaſh, 


and, by a ſmile, and condeſcending 0 


bow, repaid their homage. Mr. 


Neviſon ordered them into the hall, 1 


where the whole company were, 
by turns, regaled. In the midſt of 
their jollity 1 led my Caroline a- 
mongſt them, and ſoon perceived 
the old man, who had been ſo luxu- 
riant in her 3 when I firſt 


came 3 


and Lady Caroline . 23 
came under a feigned character to 
N— Whilſt ſhe was engaged 

ſpeaking to ſome, and encouraging 
others, I' took an opportunity to 
give him five guineas, which he 


carefully put into his pocket, with 5 


a very low bow, and, I thank your Z 
honour, It was from this ruſtic com- 


Z pany that ſhe retired; after giving | 


every one a | teſtimony of her fa- 
vour. | | 


Lal CanoLins writs 


MY b has Sid recbe d 1 
much on my prerogative, that 
I will think you quite ſatisfied with 

0 the length of this letter. Pray let 
me have one ſoon; and tell Juliet, 
1 wog to Le pond * on being 

ä as 
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1 happy in the married ſtate, as is 


FO moſt affectionate A 88 &c, 


Lady Frances WorTur to E iſs 
HAMILTON, 


— 


EAR ol, EY IE you ſilent? | 
Lady Lucy writes; ſhe writes 
whole packets. Ten lines from you 
is become a novelty. Lady Lucy is 
married ; ſoam I, Yet my life on 
it, we have not leſs engagements 
now than when in your ſituation. O 
Juliet! it is to Sir Burton Randolph 
I hay your crime. If ſparkling 
eyes, bewitching features, luxuriant 
brown hair, manly perſon, animat- 
ed air, and enchanting addreſs, could 
| mitigate his offence, theſe advan- 
tages I would allow him: but can 
PP chere 
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there be a plea in favour of one, 
who monopolizes, what to me is 
fo valuable, the time of my friend? 
Write then to appeaſe my rage, or 
S expect the effects, perhaps an aſſaſ- 


ſination of your agreeable— but 1 
will not call names. Beware and 
| tremble. om hs 


— - 
7 a : = * J 8 - R a - * Py 


, RAA re 2 
FRANCES. LEH 


TX not d, dear provoking 
Lady Frances. Know, to your 


mortification: that Iami innocent. Let 
the incloſed ſheet of paper, ſcribbled 


on all ſides, and abſolutely wrote be- 
fore my accuſation Het that ry 
| you to penitence, and me a promiſe | 


that you will never wrong 10 ano- 
Vox. . ther 
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26 The Hiſtories if Lady Frances. 
ther ſuſpicion, the friendſhip of your 
much aue. favoured and affec- 
tionate 10 3 4 als c 
Fi J brunn Haun re. 
Jay Lanes: Hamizro N 70 
Lach OR NS BY. 
| M AY every Jane of your tie, my To 
5 amiable ſiſter, wear the ſame 
5 tranquility of aſpect, that now ſhines 
on you! Maymy brother always de- 
ſerve the ſhare of happineſs he poſ- 


ſeſſes in you! How, 1 revere Mr. 


Nieviſon! How pleaſed am I with. 
the ruſtic elegance of your cottagers ! * 
Your. character riſes on me every 
hour. For yirtue's ſake I ficſt loved 
2 Miſs Dalton; who could avoid. it? My 5 
nen he obligations of my 

3 family 


4 : 
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family to Lady Caroline, raiſes that 
love to a degree beyond what I can 
expreſs. The time is eagerly expected 
when you will brighten Aſhly Park 
with your preſence; Lady Frances 
and the colonel ſay it ſhall be in the 
firſt ſummer month: don' t, my dear, 

let the time be longer protracted. 
= Nothing can be more agreeable than 
the ſituation of this hoſpitable man- 
ſion; none can boaſt a genteeler 
neighbourhood, few ſo large a ſhare 
of content and ſatisfaction. Mrs. 
Wentworth is a ſecond Mrs. Worth- 
ley, except in her perſon, which has 

| ſuffered no alteration from trouble: 
ſhe is yet in the prime of life, and is 
| often taken by ſtrangers for the el- 
deſt of her daughters; ſhe wears no 
_ ornaments, dreſſes extremely grave, 
„ ˙ -. 
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23 The Hiſtorics of Lady Frances 
and at the ſame time enjoys as great 
a flow of ſpirits as at fifteen, ſo that 
N i impoſſible to be dull in her 
company. I will ſay nothing of 


Mr. and Mrs. Temple, and Miſs 


Wentworth; you will, you muſt know 
know them ſoon; ; with the reſt of -- 
this family you are already acquaint- - 
ed. Nothing ſuperb without, no 
aſcleſs pageantry within ; the eye of 
5 the paſſenger can only be attracted 
ER by an ancient pile of building, which, : 
though large, has not the air of mo- 
dern magnificence ; the heart of the 
viſitor only engaged by ſmiling plen- 
ty, and a neat ſimplicity; a nu- 
merous acquaintance is the conſe- 
quence of their chearful liberality, 
but few friendſhips: yet ſo uniform 


their behaviour, 10 encouraging their 
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unreſerved diſpoſitions, Kay i no one 
who ſhares the former, can know 
they want merit to engage the lat- 
ter. Mrs. Wentworth ſeems quite 
| pleaſed with Juliet's choice. Sit 
Burton is certainly very amiable, 
and then he is the moſt lively en 
tertaining creature in the world. 
The writings are drawing, cloaths 
and equipage preparing, every other 
preliminary ſettled ; I believe in two 
months her fate will be decided, all 
s in ſo great forwardneſs. Tell my 
brother, I pray for the continuance. 
ol his happineſs; tell yourſelf, my be- 
5 loved ſiſter, how dear you are to ' on 
heart of Fours affetionate 


Lover Hair ron. 


e, 


CIR 
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Major Biene to Colanel 
WorTHLEY. 


OU have touched me, colonel, | 
in a tender part. Dear Worth. _ 
ley forgive, my diſingenuity, pity my 

weakneſs, and ſpeed me your advice. 
The pain, you fay, is tranſient, the 
pleaſure laſting; that ſentencereverſe, 
and then apply it to my cafe, I knew 
at the time I told you I was in love, 
that I had fixed my affections un- 
worthily, but was afraid my heart 
was too fond of the purſuit to give 
it over. I am yet but half cured of 
my madneſs, and could this moment 
rant with Lee, Congreve, or Otway; | 
bid thunder roll, the clouds to burſt. 
vith n and call the ven- 
geance . 
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geance of the gods on falſe deſign- 5 


ing woman. You left me in Ireland 


free from entanglements. Oh that 
Thad ſtill remained i in that bleſſed 
fituation; but—I can write no 
more.—I ſicken with vexation, - my 
head n _ Aion, adieu. 


Th the Jane. i 


Am reer, B50 te td. > 


4 1 be not alarmed —all is com- 
poſed within.—TI do. not. recollect 8 
what I ſent you in the laſt packet; — 
grief —diſapointment Alas! I am 
not the man you left. Come to me, 
my dear Worthley, Or never more. : 
—Far ewel.— Jam not the man TI 
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Colonel WorTuLgy to Lord 
Onxusbr. 


5 0 U er up dear Lord, by the 
two incloſed letters from the 
meet worthy of men, that I am 
overwhelmed with ſurpriſe and ſor- 
row; Ileave my friends in England 
to try if my preſence will relieve him. 
His intellects are not right. — God 
grant they are not paſt recovery. 
Preſent my affectionate reſpects 9 
Lady Ormſby and Mr. Neviſon. I 
- "ann, ys dear Lord, Tow} moſt fan- 5 
n, 
Wonrurzv. 


Lach 
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M R. Worthley has acquainted you 
_ © ** with his motive for leaving Eng- 
land. He embarked the ſame hour. 

Al every inſtant expect to hear of his 
arrival in Ireland. Poor Mr. Monc- 
ton, how I commiſerate his misfor- 

tunes! A letter from his ſervant di- 

rected for Mr. Worthley, I received 
ſcon after he left me: — direful ca- 


I taſtrophe!—1 ſend it to you, my dear 


| Curaline;—1 love your Lord, and 
Hf vays unite you in my thoughts. 


Adieu. 
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E Col. WoRTHLEY, 
"Sim; 
I Know your honour's love for my 
' maſter, and take the boldneſs to 
acquaint your honour, that he has 
had the mifhap to wound a man ſo 
much, that he lies at the point of 
death. My maſter wrote to your | 
| honour, juſt as he was carryin g away | 
to the priſon; and he has now as 
neat 2 room as the gaol can afford ; 2 
a ſhocking place at the beſt, for ſuch a 
a good gentleman. I am afraid too 
his honour is a little beſide himſelf. 
II believe the ſight of your honour 
would be of great ſervice to his 
_ 1 ſpirits, ſo hope your honour will 
OY excuſe the boldneſs of 
7 our bumble nia, 
till death, 
Janss PARLOW. 1 
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Col. Wox TIE Y 70 Lady FRANCES. 


| ] Write you,my deareſt love, from 
the habitation. of miſery. Yow 
have by this time received a letter 
_ from Moncton's ſervant, that con- 
firms the dreadful hint thrown out in 
his laſt unconnected letter. I went 
to his former lodgings the moment 
LI arrived, and was told, on enquiring 
for him, that he had been removed 
three days before to priſon for the 
murder of a young man, whom he 
aſſaſſinated, which was, they ſaid, 
all they knew of the matter. Horror, | 
aſtoniſhment, and indignation, took. | 
mtire poſſeſſion of my ſenſes; F 
raved, ſtormed, and threatened ven- 5 
b on all who ſhould propagate | 


that 


+4, 


36 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances ; 
that vile report; then running to the 

priſon, I defired, without any previ- 
ous ceremony, to be ſhewn to his 


apartment. I will not minutely de- 


ſcribe this ſcene of diſtreſs ; it was 
too much for all my fortitude; your 
tender nature will not be able to 
ſupport it. He knew me on my en- 


tering the room, and falling on my 


neck wept aloud; our tears were 


. mingled, neither could ſpeak. At -- 
length looſening his arms from about 
maues, he pointed to the door, and 

without lifting his eyes from the 


8 ground on which he had fixed them, 1 
again beckoned me to leave him. 
Why, my dear Moncton, ſaid 0 


will you force me from you? 3 
23 obeyed your ſummons ; I come to 


ſhare 1 in Fours misfortunes. He graſp- 4 
. : 0d - 


and Lady Caroline $ —. 


ed my hand in an agony of paſſion ; ; 
I am an undone man—a murder- 
er leave me, dear Worthley, leave 


me. At that inſtant the faithful fel- 


| low who wrote me of his maſter's 


_ confinement came into the room, and 
with many marks of joy acquainted 
us, the man was not dead a8 had 
been that morning reported; and 


5 further, that there were hopes of his 


recovery. I ſtaid to hear no more, 
and leaving him to take care of his 
maſter, who ſeem : 4 but little elated . 
with the news, I went to enquire 
out the ſurgeon who attended him. 
Having made known the near con- 
nection of friendſhip that was be- 
tween the unfortunate priſoner and 
myſelf, I. begged to know what 


Was his opinion of the wounded 
am: 8 


38 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
dene beg famed ia: Men bg 
humanity and judgment, and aſfured 
me his wounds were in a fair way. 
This Ideſired to have under his hand, 
which he made no ſcruple of giving 
me. From his houſe I went to wait 

on the lord lieutenant, and ſhew- 
ing him the certificate from the 
furgeon, I got a releaſe for my 

friend, myſelf becoming | refſpon- | 
fſüble for his appearance if called 
upon. On my return, 1 found he 

Was fallen afleep, a refreſhment he 

has not taſted for many days; may 

it be a means of compoſing his dif- 
| — orderedfpirits! I am yet inthe dar 
z⁊ẽdʒas to the motive that occaſioned this 
raſhneſs.— He awakes—he calls for 
me—l go to give him comfort. A- 


deu, my ſouls treaſure. e 


4 
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To the ſame. 


"HANK God the cloud of a. 8 

1 ſpondency that overwhelmed the 
mind of my friend, begins to diſſipate; 
a ſerenity ſucceeds, uninterrupted. by 
by thoſe ſudden ſtarts of paſſion 
be has of late been ſubject to. ble 
tells me the cauſe of his deſpair— 
he tells it with all the calmneſs f 
reaſon, and thanks providence that 
hath reſtored him to reflection. The 
following account he gives of him 
elf. Soon after I left him, he be- 
came acquainted, and in love with 


a young lady of diſtinguiſhed beau- 
ty and accompliſhments, the ſeem 


ing emblem of virtue, and under 


on” direction. of - her ne 4 "I 
widow 
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widow lady of great reputation. He 
got introduced, his viſits were ac- 
cepted, and his propoſals approved 
by the old lady. | Mi. Edgar re- 
turned his affections; he thought 


himſelf the happieſt man on earth, 
till he diſcovered that ſhe artfully 


carried on a correſpondence | with 
another, which was firſt hinted' to 
him by a female couſin of the lady's. 
He took his leave earlier than uſual 
on the next viſit, determined to con- 
fute her accuſer, who alledged, that 
27 every evening as ſoon as he left her, 
under pretence of going to prayers, 
— Miſs Edgar went from her mother's 
d0o a ſmall houſe in the ſuburbs, in 
which lived an old woman who had 
£2 formerly been a ſervant in the fami- 
ly, and was there met by her gallant, 
VVV 
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who always came muffled up in a 
cloak. — He believed her innocent, 
and waited her coming out, with 
but little emotion; he ſaw her come 
out ;—he ſaw her purſue the path 5 
that led to the place of rendezvousʒ. 
not even then would he doubt her 
honour; he followed her ſteps, and 
ſaw her lover enter with her; he 
could no longer doubt; ;—certainty 
diſtracted him :—ſhould he tax her 
with her guilt, the conſequence of 
that was a ſeparation, —he could 
not give up his love; infatuated to his 
ruin, he till continued his addreſſes; 
aſhamed of his weakneſs, he con- 
| cealed it even from me; jealouſy | 
| cankered in his boſom, and like fire 
. gathered ſtrength from confinement; =p 
| in one. of thoſe fits of madneſs, he 
wrote 
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wrote to me, then went to viſit his 


miſtreſs, and being told ſhe was gone 
ont, thought he knew where to find 
her, and running wildly to the door, 
was going to burſt it open, but was 
reſtrained by a glimmering, hope, 
that he might have been deceived, 
and ſhe innocent. A bare poſſibility 
of its being as he wiſhed, gave 
him a moment's alleviation ; and ſee- 
ing a fmall lettice through which he 
could diſcover their converſation, to 
that he haſtened, where the firſt 
= wal object that preſented itſelf to his 
view was Miſs Edgar, on her knees 
before her ſeducer, with uplifted 
bands and ſtreaming eyes; rage, fran- 
tic rage, came like a ſweeping de- 
luge over his ſoul, and carried away 
2% _ trace of reaſon; he burſt 


throu gh 
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through the door, and hhativa his 
ſword in the breaſt of his rival, on 
which Miſs Edgar fainted, The 
moment he had done the deſperate 
deed, he went, and reſigned him- 
ſelf into the hands of juſtice, con- 
feſſing what he had done, and 'twas 
before they carried him to priſon, 
that he deſired a pen and ink to 
write me the laſt few lines I re- 

_ ceived from him. A packet is this 
inſtant brought him from Miſs 
Edgar —1 fear to give it him, leſt 
the contents may again affect his 
returning reaſon, yet it may contain 
1 balſam. Every inſtance he can 
now received of her perfidy, will 
help to cure his ungovernable paſ-. 
fion, for through a thin diſguiſe T 


e can n difcover that he Rill loves her. 
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Suppoſe I open it; — tis friendſhip, I 


not curioſity, that inſpires this 


thought; if I think it ſalutary, it 
ſhall be adminiſtered; if not, I Will 
ſuppreſs it. Tis done; —Miſs Edgar 
is innocent, and I will ſend you her 
letter as ſoon as I have the major 5 
permiſſion; but before I ſhew it to 
him, I 80 to viſit her. My friend | 
will again be happy.—1 kiſs the 
hands of my benefactor; and am „ Wy : 


Y deareſt, beſt Ie. 4 


Vours eternally. 


DT the Jane. 111 


Me Hager i is a e Wo- 
man; Moncton is ſatisfied of 
her prudence, and ſuffers as much 
from extreme joy, as he bas done 
from 


and Loch Caroline Saks 4h. 
from extreme ſorrow ; he would now 
give the world, had he never ſuſ- 
pected her, and curſes the woman 

vho planted the thorn of jealouſy in 
his breaſt. But before I proceed, it 
will be neceſſary for you to read her 
a letter, which, by the major's permiſ- 
2 ng 1 have incloſed . EFT 


Ii EDoar 70 Mojo Moxcron, 


g Vous“ dark aficio of my =Y 


nour has made me doubly i , 


. happy. You have brought on me the 
imputation of a criminal intrigue, 
and perhaps taken from me my only 
brother; yes, fir, the perſon whoſe 
life you aimed at, was my brother, 
J am told you reſigned yourſelf into 
the Hands of en: incon- 


ſiderate 


a he Crier 


— 
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ſiderate man, why did you evet 
doubt the purity of my heart h 
have you overwhelmed me in ſor- 
row ?—Our connection is at an end; 
yet, if to be aſſured of my innocence 
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will leſſen the part of woe you have 


| brought on yourſelf, of that I will | 
_ convince you. My father, though a a 
bigot to the church of Rome, fell 
ſo much in love with my mother, 

that he offered at any compromiſe, ex- 

cept giving up his avowed principles. 
His perſon was fine, —his for- 
tune ſo alluring, that though ſtrongly = 
attached to the eſtabliſhed church, Le 
ſhe could not reſiſt the temptation, 
eſpecially as ſhe. was to have the 
intire education of her daughters, 
and by the ſame agreement the ſons 
were to be trained up in the prin- 
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ciples of my father. He poor man, 
did not live to fulfil his part of the 
contract; Heaven interpoſed and 
ſnatched him from earth ſo ſudden- 
ly, that he never ſaw either of his 
children; we were born within a few 
hours of each other, and not more 


than a month after my father's 


death. My mother, though ſhe ſin- 


cerely regretted his loſs, comforted 


herſelf, that both her children would 
be brought up in her own perſua- 
ſion, which ſhe could never have 
hoped whilſt he lived; a thought 
that had greatly diſturbed her. We 
were ſcarce a month old, when my 
father's relations came to claim my 
brother in order to bring him up 
in their principles, producing the 
contract ſigned by herſelf; on her 
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refuſing to deliver him up, they 
forcibly entered the nurſery, and 
notwithſtanding all her reſiſtance, | 
carried him off, exulting in their 
barbarity. My mother being a wo- 
man of great reſolution, inſtead of 
waſting time in unavailing com- 
plaints, haſtened to the lord lieu- 
tenant's, where her wrongs were re- 
dreſſed; after giving her ſtory an 
_ uninterrupted hearing, he ordered 
the child to be reſtored, and threat- 
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1 1 ened to puniſh the offenders for an 
=. unlawful cruel outrage, After this 
1 | accident, ſhe was particularly cauti- 
| ous what ſervants were placed about 
us, many efforts being made to get 
| him from her by ſtratagem. When 
| | my mother thought him of a proper 


8 ſhe . him with her 
reaſons 


and Lady Caroline 8 8 


reaſons for keeping him at home 


under the care of private maſters; 
but ſaid, now he was of years to be 
careful of his own liberty, ſhe would 
conſent to his removing to any of the 
public ſchools. He was then fifteen, ' 
his perſon. manly, his judgment 
nervous, his paſſions violent, good- 
natured to a fault, and difficult 10 - 
be convinced of any impoſition 
3 practiſed againſt him: joined to 
tdheſe contradictory qualities, he had 
great ſenſibility of ſoul, and a heart 
ſuſceptible of beauty. He eagerly 
caught at my mother's propoſal, and 
promiſed to treaſure up all her in- 
junctions: but above all, as ſhe ſaid, 
to avoid. the declared enemies of 
his ſalvation. Two years has elaſped : 
 bnce he left us, in which time we 
vor · IV. PID 8 have 8 
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have ſeldom ſeen him, my mothe 
being kept quite eaſy, by his tre 
quent, and very dutiful letters. A 
few days paſt an old ſervant, who 
had formerly been his nurſe, i in- 
formed me privately, that my bro- 
ther was in town, and deſired to ſee 
me at her houſe, on ſome very ur- 
: gent affairs, which it was not pro- 
per my mother ſhould be made ac- 
= quainted with. 1 went at the hour 
appointed, excuſing my abſence to 


3 her, and was received by him with LE 
| : unabated tenderneſs, FF enquired T 
1 What had brought him to Dublin, 
| | the occaſion of his diſguiſe, and 4 
i | 7; why he had not given my mother 

15 the ſatisfaction of ſeeing him: Peace, =. 

my dear fiſter, ſaid he ſmiling ; yon | 


bow ak ſhe | is * to her way of 2 
think» 


and Lady Caroline S— $1 
thinking, that though my happineſs 


| 
were at ſtake, ſhe would not give up | 


the leaſt particle of her enthuſiaſm, 
How! Sir, returned I, all amazement; 


what do I hear? Have the arts of our Wl 
perſecutors prevailed Will my bro- | 


ther ſacrifice his duty? Patience 1 
Emily, imerrupted he, you miſtake _ ll 
my meaning be more compoſed, : 
end I will tell you my intentions. — 
But why am I fo minute ?—It is 
: enough that Ifatisfy youof the motive 
for my meeting him clandeſtinely, || 
He had, it ſeems, fallen into the netfo || 
long ſpread to entangle him, contrary „ 
to his promiſe, had been drawn in to 


— 
— —— — — 5 a — g 
= — — heh, — — — — ———— 
_— : 15 2 2 2 
— . MESS 1 n 5 
e I — 


ts 
, vr ee rr 

8 — 

n 2 
3 


— — 


viſit a diſtant relation of my father's, 4 | | 
who, no doubt, promiſing himſelf | 


great glory, if he could make this 1 
wiſhed- for  profelyte, ſtuck.. at:no-  - 
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thing ſervilely mean, and cringing, 
to accompliſh his deſign. Searching 
the bent of his inclinations, he diſ- 
covered love to be his predominant 
_ paſſion, and immediately ſent for the 
| moſt artful of his relations, a young ; 
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1  weman endowed with every charm 
J of perſon. This was a bait he could 5 
| not reſiſt. But before his ruin was 
i per ſected, A ſpark of duty revived in 
} is boſom, and taking himſelf pri- 
5 vately to Dublin, he determined to aſe 
[ my intereſt with my mother, join- 


ed to his own ſolicitations, i in order to = 
85 obtain her conſent; and intended to 
aſe as a plea | in his favour, -that he 
would preſerve the ſame. privilege 


as ſhe had done in ber marriage with 


| „ my father. I ſaw with aſtoniſh- 
= nent bow determined he was to 


purſue 


\ Y 


—_ 
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purſue this ſcheme, and ther! it ul 
be in vain for me to urge any thing 
in oppoſition; ſo contented myſelf 
with receiving a promiſe that he 
would do nothing precipitately, and 
| that he would wait in his conceal- 
ment till J ſhould find A proper op- 
paortunity to break it to my mother. 
This I delayed doing, ſtill in hopes 
heaven would ſupply me with ar- 
guments to conquer his prejudices; 
and with joy perceived every inter- 
view made ſome. impreſſion on his 
heart. On my knees I was trying 


my laſt. effort, when you madly 


- ruſhed in and ſheathed your ſword 
in the breaſt of my beloved, my 
5 then iveſotote brother. Alas! into 
| what diſtreſs have you plunged mer 
ſhould his life be taken from him, 1 
J D 3 muſt 


1 
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- muſt appear againſt you at the bar 
of juſtice : but God all - merciful 
avert that dreadful blow which 


would be fatal to me.—1 am this 


moment told you are releaſed from 
confinement, but that you are ill, 


8 extemely ll My n mother, my bro- | 


ther, unite in your forgiveneſs; let that 
comfort you in rout diſtreſs.— my 55 
for your recovery. 11 
Eur Epoan, 


| Col. Won paxRv, in continuation. 


f O N going to Mrs. Edgar's houſe, 
Lady, I was conducted to a genteel | 
apartment, where in a few minutes 
ſhe appeared. Not knowing from 


f of 
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of confuſion on her face, which was 
placidly ſerene and perfectly agtee- 
able; but when I mentioned Major 


Moncton, calling myſelf his friend, 
ſhe betrayed ſtrong emotions, but 


ſoon again recovered her natural 
compoſure, I repreſented in as live- 
ly a manner as poſſible his love; the 
unhappy circumſtances that appear- 
ed to alarm it, his great contrition, 


5 and the fituation to which he was 


reduced. She heard me with me- 
= lancholy attention, thanked me Sos - 
the trouble I had given myſelf; but 
ſaid, whilſt her brother's life was in 
danger, ſhe could look on the major 
in no other light than his murderer. 
Suppoſe, Ireplied, her brother ſhould 
recover, which in all probability 
would be the caſe, may he then 
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hope ?—Here ſhe interrupted me.— 


Your appearance, Sir, beſpeaks my 
confidence, my heart is above diſguiſe, 
I wiſh not to aggravate his puniſh- 

ment, and was to blame in hiding 
that part of my affairs ſrom him, that 
concerned my brother. —I have ſuf- 
fered for my fault, he is likely to 
recover, and already ſorgives the un- 

: premeditated blow. — He is generous, 

and may be the firſt to propoſe a re- 

conciliation; my mother too loves 


the major, perhaps we may ſtil! 


be happy. There Was ſuch gene- 
toſity of ſentiment in her decla- 
ration, that I left her full of admi- 


ration and reſpect. As I have now 


ſeen my friend recover his ſpirits, 
and am aſſured he will have an in- 
terview with Miſe Edgar, » as ſoon as 


and Lady C aroline 8. 


Wh) 
her brother fits. up, no Good con- 
ſideration can have power to hold me 
one moment from my deareſt, beſt 
friends. Adieu, my love, I can never 


be eee 6 1 again ſee o. of 


: Mi 7 Hatncros to reh OnnBy. | 


0 U R Ladyſhip" 8 wiſhes i. in my . 
favour are extremely kind. Vou 
1 ſoon, you ſay, to congratulate 8 
me on becoming the wife of Sir Bur- 
ton Randolph. Not ſo ſoon, my dear 
Lady Ormſby, as you and my other 


friends may imagine. Though I have 5 


choſen my ſhackles, no putting them 
on till I have your Ladyſhip- for 7 3 
witneſs, with what grace I refign my 
liberty. — Delays are dangerous; 
beſides, he threatens me with awhcle 
Ds army 
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army of beauties ready to engage in 
his reſcue, if I pretend to play the 
tyrant, So to prevent a mutiny, bring 
up your corps de reſerve, and I am 
ready to ſettle the preliminaries, Till 
then, I remain in ſtatu quo. Your 


Lal p RANGES + Wanger 7 „ 
Onnas nv. 5 


7E: are invited toa ball given 57 
1h Duke of R —— to-mor- 
POW v evening. I have, my dear Caro- 
line, prevailed on her Grace to be of 
the party; you know her averſion to 
appear ing in public, which could not 
be overcome by all our perſuaſions, 
till Mrs. Worthley was alfo prevail- 


dl on to give us her company, Tell 


your: Lord 1 wiſh much to ſee him 
| * 


, -* WM RE og. 2 


and Lady Caroline S=—, q 
your eſcorte, to convince the world, 
a polite and tender huſband is not ſo 
very a phenix as many imagine it to 
be: and why ſuch examples of do- 
meſtic happineſs are ſo ſeldom found 
amongſt us, is obvious; when taken 
from the arms of our nurſes, we are 
ſurrounded with what are generally 
called preceptors, whoſe buſineſs it 
is to fill our minds with flattery, our 
heads with intrigue, our memories 
with cards, and our hearts with ſelf!? 
admiration; in theſe accompliſh- 
= ments being early inſtructed, our edu- 
ceations are finiſhed; and at an age 
when we ſhould be learning our ſam- 
= nnen initiated into 
: every part of high life; we viſit, we 
fraquens afſemblies, have our public 
routs and ſelect parties, ſhine conſtant- 
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ly! in a ſide- box, and at laſt caught by 


fine perſon, or a ſine fortune, with- 
out any real tenderneſs for the man, 


we dwindle into wives; after the firſt 
three months, the novelty is over, 
both find their miſtake, the lady 
complains ſhe has loſt his affections, 


the huſband that ſhe never attempt- 
ed to keep them, from which pro- 


ceed upbraiding and recrimination, 
ſeparate apartments at home, a total 
contempt for each other abroad, no- 
body pities them, and they become 
even the jeſt of their domeſtics. You, 
my dear, can know few ſuch. in- 

ſtances; indeed I hope there are leſs 

of them at this time in the kingdom, ; 
than have been known for many 
ages; the great example of f conjugal 


bappineſs, every one ſeems fond of 


follow- rj 


and Lady Caroline N 61 


following. Miſs Hamilton, it ſeems, 
will not reſign her liberty, till ſhe. 
ſees us at Aſhly Park. Sir Burton, 
who is all impatience, writes: me 8 
threatening letter, if we are not there | 


by the time we firſt propoſed; ſo;if 


it is agreeable to your Lord and ſelf, 


I believe I can anſwer for mine, tho 


he is not yet come from Ireland. Vou 
| have already taſted ſufficiently the 
ſpweets of the country; return then, 
my deareſt Caroline, bring with you | 
your better half and our venerated 
| friend, who will not be the leaſt wel- 
come; we all Rill owe bim Nan | 
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4 1 the ' Same. 


T Mentioned an invitation to the 3 


Duke of R=; I ſaid too we 
were to be favoured with my mo- 
ther s company; ſhe continued in the 


1 ſame intention till the hour of dreſ- 


fing ; 3 but then complained of a pain 
in her head, and begged to be ex- 

_ cuſed, Mrs. Worthley, Ibelieve, was 
in the ſcheme; for in fact it was 
plain to ſee neither had the leaſt in- 


elination for going. My uncle was 


that evening dreſſed with unuſual 
magnificence, and was rallied on ſo 

agreeable a change, which all ob- 

ſerved with the higheſt ſatisfaction. 
5 My dear Mrs. Worthley ſaid, whilſt 758 
pe my! mother was s abſent, ſhe had never 
ſeen. 


recollection riſing a half figh, which 


| ſhe would not let eſcape, for feat it 
might check the preſent chearful-· 
nets of his fpirits. He replied, that 
ſince thoſe days, he had not enjoyed 
ſo large a ſhare of tranquility; I now 


ſee, continued he, ferene happineſs 


on every countenance; I fee you, ma- 

dam, pleaſed with the tender friend- 

ſhip of this family, particularly her 
Grace, to whom you are every hour 
dearer than before; 4 ſee another 


daughter ſent to us, by a peculiar 


— providence, adorned with every 


7 qualification, that can add a luſtre to 
her birth; I fee my Worthley in poſ- 


ſeffion of all his wiſhes, my Fanny = 


wald to. the affection of her pa- 


YE 4 | 
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rents, and her parents now deſt erving 
the molt grateful duty of their chil- 
dren. Theſe events have given me 


ſo ſenſible, ſo true a pleaſure, that 
though a batchelor, IL mean to cele-: 
brate them as zif they were my oτn 


nuptials. Thus, miy ider dorvour 


TJ good uncle make his happineſs con- 
it in yours, in mine, in every one's, 
that is bleſſed with his affection. 1 

never ſaw a better conducted aſſem- 5 
blvy, than that at the Duke of R—s; 
| the: grandeur of the room, the, fine- 
neſs of the: muſic, the numberleſs 
lights that reflected from twelve large 5 
cryſtal. chaudelieres, the elegance of 
the ſide· boards, and the brilliancy of 


the company; all together had ſo no- 


dle an effect that had a foreigner been - 
confined: into the room, he rich 


— = 
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have miſtaken it for the court of 
ſome opulent and magnificent prince 
who had amaſſed together the whole 
riches of his kingdom. The moſt 
' ſhining figure in this moſt ſhining 
aſſembly, was Lady Milford, who 
is juſt returned to England, and this 
her firſt bridal appearance in town. 
Suppoſe a withered face of three- 
ſcore, decorated with every orna- 
ment of fifteen; no cap, no handker- 
chief, an immenſe quantity of jewels 
and cloaths, the ſame bloom and 
colour of a peach bloſſom, adorned 
with filver flowers which had the 
moſt cruel effect on her complee- 1 


: tion, notwithſtanding: its obligations 5 : 
= art for an immoderate deal er 


rouge: ſeeing this ſplendid unhap- 
Py couple. made me congratulate 
n myſelf 
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myſelf on my own eſcape, for un- | 
happy they already are to a ſuperla- 


tive degree. His Lordthip obſerving 


my father, went up to him with his 
fame forward air that I have fo often 


" ſeen him aſſume; z but not meeting 


with ſo cordial a reception, he looked 
 fomewhat mortified ; however, it 
vas not long before he recovered bis 
uſual effrontery; and, would you 
| believe it, my dear? had the af- 
. to accoſt me in as familiar a 
manner as if our former acquaint- 
ance had been on the moſt agreeable 
' footing; but 1 ſoon ſhifted him off 
my hands, for congratulating me on 
my union with Mr. Warthley, 1 
 equld not help telling him, with a 


3 


look ſignificant enough, that Mr. 
2 as. well As. aoxihlh were 
ſenſible . 
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ſenſible of our great obligations to 
his Lordſhip. My uncle and father 

were both near when I faid it, and 
ſeemed pleaſed with my ſpirited 

reply, which relieved me from any 
more of his impertinent civility. 1 
ſhall conclude my letter with a pa- 

ragraph, this morning, in the St. 

James's paper: «We hear that a 

treaty of marriage is on foot, and _ 

| will ſpeedily be concluded, between 

Eord Henry 8 —, brother to the 
Duke of, and Lady'Elizabeth' 

F, daughter to the right ho- 

nourable the Earl of H——.” * What 5 

foundation chere is for this report, 

| I leave you to judge; however, it 
has afforded us high matter for rail 
llery, which my uncle endeavours 

0 e by n wed- 
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ded to the memory of his firſt love. 
He comes * hero, my husband 
comes! Forgive me if I leave you 
abruptly. — He alights! — he 1 
to 80 "Tour affectionate 
eee Won rutkv. 


Lord onen 10 ie: WIr ian. 
Homo. . 2 tl. 


7 8 


7.0 U "Wh den me ed 


Rored to virtue, and witneſſed my 
felicity in being poſſeſſed of her, on 
whom my ſoul doated. Prepare now 
7 for another; alteration, more ſtrange. 
than either; but on your life, as you 
value my friendſhip; let not a Word 
L write eſcape your breaſt, not even 
t filter. -Would: you LR 
3 ; chat, 


ol 


in vice. Vou have ſeen me re- 
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that, O Hamilton ! that my wife, the 
fondeſt, tendereſt, beſt of women, | 
deſpiſes, hates—avoids me; yes, ſhe 
 loaths my careſſes, ſhe flies my em- 
| braces; and yet, by all my hopes of - 
eternal happineſs, I have given her 
no new cauſe for this My God! by 
what name ſhall I call it ?——This ” 
diſtruſt, this curſed ſuſpicion: - 
always in tears; if I preſs to know 
the occaſion, ſhe anſwers me with 
ſighs, whilſt her eyes turn thought- 
fully on the ground, and her cheeks 
ſeem to fluſh with ſtifled indigna- 
tion.---lIt is too much to bear, by 
my ſoul, it is In this ſituation 
have I paſſed three whole days. My 
tor ments are not to be expreſied.--- 


1 I am perplexed by a thouſand chi- 


merical apprehenſions; ; the, 3 Appeaks 
hi before 
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before Min Nevilom wh her fu 
goodneſs. He does not miſtruſt the 
cruel ſtate of my mind. He believes 


me happy; ſo does all the world; 


would I had no reaſon to ſay, they 
are deceived. Yet, witneſs heaven, I 
do not accuſe my Carolinez her 
mind is unſpotted ; her ſoul pure as 
the martyred faint. Tell me, Hamil- 
ton, might not this change be the 
fruit of my own former baſeneſs? But 
| to ſuppoſe that, would be to ſuppoſe 
her ungenerous; yet, perhaps, it may 
be ſo. I vill no longer expect to find 
all perfection in any human form: 
in this opinion I am ſtrengthened 
by an incident that happened yeſter- 
day; I left her with Mr. Neviſon, 
and retired to a ſolitary walk, to in- 


5 dulge, nnn myown 


340. | ideas. 


and _ Caroline \ ROWE mm 


ideas; after examining my late ac- 
tions, with the ſtricteſt and moſt 
unprejudiced ſcrutiny, in which 1 
could find nothing to accuſe myſelf, 
I returned into the houſe, and go- 
ing to Lady Ormsby's apartment, 
found her fitting alone, with a let= 
ter in her hand, her eyes red and 
| ſwollen : You are reading, my deat 
lover; 1 interrupt you, Nothing very 
material, my Lord, ſhe replied, en- 
deavouring to conceal her emotion, 
only ſome letters, that at times 1 
take a pleaſure in peruſing; and then 
ſhe ſighed, as if her heart was break- 
ing. Indeed, my Caroline, I cannot 
ſupport the fight of your melancho- 
ly 5---you muſt no longer indulge it; 
retirement but nurſes your de- 
nen let me, my love, conduct 
Jou 
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you- to town : your father, mother, 
brother, ſiſter, all petition your re- 
turn. This was a propoſal ſhe could 
not conſent to, at leaſt for ſix weeks 
or two months, and was ſure her 

| friends would not wiſh her to leave 
a place, from the air of which ſhe 
had already received ſuch bene- 
fit.---Miſs Hamilton will be happy 
to ſee you. Aſhly Park is in a 
fine part of the country; the air as 
healthy, the ſituation more agreeable 
than this: you will rejoice my fa- | 
ther and ſiſter: Lady, Frances and 
Mr. Worthley will meet you there; 
and. there, my dear creature, let 
let me attend you. She would con- 
ſider of it; at this time ſhe could 
5 determin on nothing, andbegged I 
would not, for the preſent, preſs 
e . 
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ber further on that ſutjeck. I ſaid, 
if ſhe would promiſe to recover her 
chearfulneſs, all places on earth 
would be alike agreeable to me ; for 
it was only her eaſe and happineſs 
that I conſulted, She thanked me for 
my anxiety on her account, but in 
ſuch a manner, as gave me no room 
to hope the change I fo much 
wiſhed for. Seeing a paper on the 
floor, and taking it up. I found it 
wrote in my own hand, and ſuper- 
4 ſcribed to you, which, I ſuppoſe, 
g the had dropped in putting into 
; her pocket. I returned it, ſaying, I 
t imagine this is a letter I formerly 


- IU vrote to my friend Hamilton, on an 


event that I could not, even then, 
think of without horror. Sir 
William Hamilton is a good man, 
Vor. IV. NN my 


1 
HB 
. 
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my Lord, returned ſhe ; ; he believed 
your contrition real, or Lady Lucy 
had not pardoned you, or our fates 
been united. Thus by dark hints 
and perplexing doubts is my boſom 
torn, my plan of happineſs fruſtrat- 
ed, and my quiet deſtroyed, She will 
come to no explanation, which 1 
L have, on ſeveral occaſions, endea- 
voured at, particularly in our laſt | 
converſation : ſometimes ſhe evades 
it by pleading indiſpoſition, ſome- 
times by an affected chearfulneſs per- 
vents me from complaining; or, if I | 
tell her Iſee through the diſguiſe, ſhe 
taxes me with unkindneſs in ſuſpect- 
ing her ſincerity: in ſhort, I know not 
what to do, how to ſpeak, act, or 
think. If! diſcover my uneaſineſs to 
Mr. Neviſon, he cannot relieve it; 
. „ 


and 15 caroline . 7 
and why ſhould I declare the foibles 


of the woman I love, when it can 
be of no conſequence to my peace? 
Rather let me ſilently ſink under the 
weight of my calamities, than by 
| publiſhing them, perhaps draw cen- 
ſure on my Caroline. Only you, 
Hamilton, ſhall witneſs what I ſuf- 
fer; and that! ſuffer innocently ; for 
ought my former guilt, in this af- 
fair, to be conſidered ? All was re- 
vealed ; ſhe knew, and ſhe forgave 
N Write to me, write ſoon, and 
tell me how you would proceed in 
8 my ſituation.---It is ſhe by all my 
hopes . ſee her, my friend, this 
inſtant ſtepping into her chariot in a 
diſhabille, and unattended ; ſhedoth 
not know. I ſce her; ſhe thinks me 
gone abroad. — How charmin gly 


* 2 : the 
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ſhe looks !---Hate. betrays itſelf in 


her ſtep ; her cheeks glow with un- 
uſual brightneſs ; her eye ſpeaks.--- 


O Hamilton—it cannot be. Confu- 


ſion !---I'll follow unperceived. Now | 
may be the critical moment to un- 
ravel this myſtery. M God, re- 
| ſtore her to me good, kind, and 
faithful, or cut the thread of my ex- 
iſtence. e 


8 ** Same. | 


IN vain I explore my deep unfa- 
* thomable fate.---I followed her 
canis wheels, but not being able to 
gain fight of her, tired with the 
| ſearch, and having loſt the track, I 
am come back to brood. over the 


; melancholy thought of being mi- 
3 5 15  ſerable, 


eo 
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2 ſerable, without knowing t the ns | 
of my misfortune ; through what 
channel they proceed, or how to 
ſtop their currency: but whatever is 
my lot, I muſt learn to bear it like a 
man.---Lady Ormsby is returned; 
I cannot go down to her till 1 have g 


framed my mind for the purpoſe. 
En ſecond thoughts I will go 


to her; perhaps urge her to ſatisfy 3 


my doubts.---No, I will not do that, 


but ſend to deſire her company a 


few minutes in my cloſet yet will 
not this appear too much like de- 
ſign ?---It may ſo ; I will purſue my 
firſt intention: all muſt ſeem the 
effects of chance: 1 will aſſume a 
coolneſs in my manner when I ac- 
coſther; which, Heaven knows, is fo- 


: reign from my heart ; if that does not 


#3. 
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alarm her, if ſhe ſhews the ſame in- 
difference to my flights as ſhe has 
done to my vows of everlaſting love, 
her affection maſt be loſt paſt re- 
| covery 3 ; I know in that caſe how to 
proceed : England ſhall not longer 


give ſheker to the moſt unhappy 
of men. 855 | 
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UR Tonfirence | is over.---1 am 

dead to all comfort. pes 8 to 
and. 

---My father, ſiſter, and you, my 


Hamilton, adieu! ! Think! no more of | 
the loſt, undone, afflicted, - 


W Onlenv. 


Mr. 


and Lady Caroline $ —, LE. 
Mr. Nevisox to Lord Hengy $— 


XCUSE, my good Lord, the 
trouble a wretched old man is 
about to give you. The fear of alarm 
ing, too abruptly, your noble family, 
has made me apply myſelf, firſt, to 
your Lordſhip, who may diſcover to 
them the particulars of a misfor- 
tune that muſt fall heavy on them, 


as your ſuperior diſcretion ſhall di- 


rect. Once I was in hopes my ſun 
would ſet bright and unclouded, 
and that I ſhould. carry my grey | 
| hairs down to the grave in peace; 
but now 1 have only to pray, that 
= my days may be ſhortened ; that I 
may not live to ſee the moſt ſu- 
. happineſs of wedded love, . 
"4 © 
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converted into the moſt pungent ſor- 
row, the moſt piercing woe of woe! 
O my child, my child! ſupport 
her, gracious Heaven Pardon me, 
my Lord; my old heart cracks aſun- 
der, when I conſider the mournful 
tale I have to unfold. Lord Ormſ- 
by has deſerted Lady Caroline— 
| He leaves her for ever.---He goes 
| where he never more can be heard 
of strange revolution of fate !--- 
This ſhe tells me, and this is all I 
am yet acquainted with.---Never 
was man more deceived; I be- 
lieved them happy as our firſt pa- 
rents, when in their ſtate of inno- 5 
cence.-Cruel certainty | why am 
1 not ſtill deceived ?--- Alas! my 
daughter vet I muſt do his Lord- 
| ſhip the juſtice to declare, though he 


es ay <a | 


hs | Lady Carolin ne 2 
has bereaved me, that no man a 


appear more ſenſible of the bleſſings 
Heaven ſhowered on him: he ſeem- 
ed to doat on her very words; her 


joy was his; her will was his will; 


nor did J ever perceive the leaſt a · 
135 batement of his love. Judge then, 


my Lord, what was my aſtoniſh- 


ment, to find Lady Ocmsby i in a fit: 
| ſhe had been gone to her room but 
a few minutes, when hearing her 
cry out, I followed, but not time e- 
nough to prevent her falling to the 
ground. She had been reading a le- 
ter which his Lordſhip has left be- 
| hind him, and which, I ſuppoſe, 
contains ſome reaſon for his myſte- 
rious conduct. Her Ladyſhip now 
ſeems more calm and compoſed. I 
” aſk. no queſtions, for fear of awaken» 
E 8 ing 


81 


E 82 7 be Hiſtories of Lady Frances 


ing her ſorrow, which has been ſo 


violent, that life ſtruggled for its 
empire: God grant you, my Lord, 
reſolution to diſcloſe this malignant 
ſtroke to the parents of the excellent 
ſufferer, and them t to receive it with 
| reſignation. : 
5 "If am, „„ 
with all due pets, 
your Lerduiß s moſt obedient ſervant, 
Ebwanp NxvlSOx. 


Y Lond Onxtvy fo Lat Onmopy. 


I 60. andiair; from your fight, oh 5 
1 baniſh myſelf for ever from your 
preſence ;—yet by all'my wrongs, T 
mean not to caft an odium on your 
conduct; I mean not to call to your | 
remembrance the diſtruſt, the un- 
e 
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kind indifference with which vou 
have treated me for ſeveral days; 
may that, with every other thougbt, 
that would give you a moment's pain, 
be buried i in oblivion, —If my friends 
aſk, what is become of me, ſay, 
1 am ungrateful, that I was tired of 
oy own felicity, and am fled from 
it; ſay, that I am unworthy your 
| Ef ſay any thing to the world; 
but I charge you, wrong not my 
honour, by ſuffering your heart toſuſ- 
pect my love.— Had you explained 
yourſelf a few moments ſince, which 
was the laſt converſation we can have 
together, all might have been well: 
for if it was my former actions, 
which 1 acknowledge were criminal, 
that occaſioned the cool contempt 
with which you treated me; I would 
hare 


— — — — — 
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have renewed my vows of penitence; 
I would even have ſacrificed my liſe 
to have convinced you, they were 
ſincere. If you have any new cauſe 
to hate, and deſpiſe me, I would 
ſoon have conquered your prejudices, 5 
by confronting my accuſer, which 
I could have done with innocence, 
though he had aſſumed the form of 
a miniſter from heaven's tribunal. 
Dear as you are to me, Irefign even 
| you, rather than bear the exquiſite 
torture of living in a continual ſtate 
of mean diſtruſt, to have my paſſion 
returned with diſcontent, my love 
with conſtraint. My heart weeps 


tears of blood, hilft 1 bid 7 : 


adieu for ever. Tl 


Sr 


dn 


— 
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1 WILIA FLamn.TOR fo the 
Earl of 


Meer my dear Land. your 


grief. I am juſt arrived in town, 


and hope in a few hours to ſend you 


neus that will be a cordial to yours, 
and Lady Lucy's ſpirits; I told your 
= Lordſhip, on receipt of your ſon's laſt 
letter, I thought I could trace that 
black affair to the fountain's head, I 
ſtill continue in the ſame opinion, 
and have diſpatched a ſervant to 
Lord Edgmoor's, to know if he is in 
town, after which I ſhall. concert 
| my future plan of operations. I ſuſ- 
pect him, becauſe I know. his _ 
racter to be that of a moſt artful 
plotter, who will tick at nothing 
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— accompliſh his purpoſe, parti- 


cularly if fired by revenge; a paſſion 
he is moſt ſubject to. The fruſtration 


olf all his late ſchemes have, no 


doubt, awakened that fiend in his 
breaſt. So ſtrongly am I prepoſſeſſed, 


| that he is at the bottom of this 


affair, that nothing leſs than abſo- 


; lute conviction can change my . 
timents. Don't be apprehenſive for 


my ſafety; depend on it, I will take 
no ſtep to its prejudice. I look 


upon cowardice to be the characte- 
riſtic of a villain: my life then can 


be in no danger, perhaps I ſhall 


not have occaſion to put it to the 


leaſt riſk, I will fight him with his 
own weapons; artifice will be more 
neceſſary than ſword or piſtol, I 


i . have already been to wait on the 


Duke 8 
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Duke” s family, which I found in great 

f diſtreſs; Lady Frances Worthley 
and the Colonel were haſtening 
down 46 . to viſit Lady 
Ormſby; the Ducheſs I did not ſee, 
ſhe has kept her room ever fince the 
knew the trouble her daughter was 
in; as for the Duke, he walks a- 5 
bout like a man bereft of his reaſon 


by a ſudden blow of fortune; Lord 


Henry ſtays to conſole them, ſo does 
__Mrs. Worthley: no others of the 
family are privy to the accident, nor 

indeed can it be too cautiouſly con- | 

cealed, as I have no doubt of every 
one being reſtored to their former 
tranquility.— My ſervant | is returned 
from Lord Edgmoor' s; his Lordſhip | 
is not in town, ſo I expect to find 

: bim at . Abby; for which 

place 
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place I intend ſetting. out in two 
| hours, —If 1 can once difcover the 
| ſerpent that has rolled himſelf up 
in this myſterious occurrence, the 
next thing to be conſidered is, how to 
find out Lord Ormſby, for I am con- 
vinced he has not yet left England; 
though ſhould I be deceived, I will 
not ſee your Lordſhip again, till 1 
diſcover the place of his reſidence, 
and bring him back to you, and to 
his happineſs, In the mean time, I 
will write to Colonel Worthley, to 
make a diligent ſearch round the vil. | 
. to find if he can 
| diſcover him en there; for 
| whatever were his intentions, Ithink 
his fondneſs for Lady Ormſby will 
not ſuffer him to go far from that 
place, at leaſt, till he ſees. what 
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effect his letter has produced on her. 
I write to Lady Lucy by this poſt; 
and am, my dear Lord, with reſpect- 
ful duty to yourſelf, and compliments _ 
| to the fire· ſide at Aſhly, your Lord- 
ſhip's moſt dutiful and obedient ſer- 


vant, 


Lady FRAxCEs WorruLzY to the 
= | Ducheſs 5 —. 


8 I Shall endeavour to obey your 
Grace 8 commands, i in letting vou 
know the ſituation in which I found 
my fitter, on my arrival at Mr. Ne- 
viſon's. That good man was fitting 
by her bed-fide, for till we came 
down, ſhe would admit no other 
perſon | to her apartment, ſo that 
he was both. her nurſe. and her 


com- 5 
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comforter ; the former office I have 


now taken on myſelf, the latter he 


ſtill continues, and not without ſuc- 
ceſs: the attentive pleaſure with 
which ſhe liſtens to his arguments, 
makes it viſible that ſhe gathers con- 
ſolation from them, Her Ladyſhip 
has not yet had ſpirits to relate any 
particulars, but tells me, in general, 
ſhe hopes and believes Lord Ormſby | 
is the injured perſon ; if ſo, that ſhe 
15 only i 1s fo blame, that ſhe ſhall never 
enjoy a moment's quiet, till ſhe is 
ſatisfied of ſome circumſtances, of---4 
which ſhe is at preſent doubtful; and 
whenever ſhe ſpeaks of her abſent 
Lord, her eyes overflow with tears. 
Mr. Worthley has received a letter 
from Sir William Hamilton, deſiring 
0 him to fearch diligently for his 
i Lord- 
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Lordſhip in this neighbourhood, 
where he imagines him to be con- 
cealed ; but all our efforts have hi- 
therto proved ineffectual. I pity him 
more than I can expreſs. The letter 
which he left behind hath ſtrangely 
pre poſſeſſed me in his favour, Mr. Ne- 
viſon acquits him, ſo does my ſiſter, 


of the leaſt failure in his affection 


to her; yet ſays ſhe has entertain- 
ed fuſpicions to his prejudice; and 
ſhould they prove without founda- 


= tion, Which ſhe had now reaſon to 


PE they would, ſhe ſhould have 
no repugnance in declaring to the 
whole world, that ſhe had given him 
ſufficient cauſe for his leaving her, 
that the blame may fall on the guil- . 
ty, and not on the innocent. She is 
for « ever talking e of bim, and feels 
[> every 


— 
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_ every pang ſhe ſuppoſes: him to ſuf- 
fer ; yet is determined never to ſee 


him more, till what ſhe has to accuſe 
him of can be cleared up to his ho- 


nour and reputation. As ſoon as ſhe 
is able to hold a pen, your Grace will 


be informed from herſelf of every 
material circumſtance. She regrets = 
that ſhe has occaſioned ſo much pain | 
to you and my father, and prays to 
be forgiven, The ſervants here 
know nothing of their Lord's abſent- . 
ing himſelf; and Mr. Neviſon' s pru- | 
dent management has prevented any 
ſuſpicion 1 in the neighbourhood, on 
what account he has left it. I hope 
ſoon, madam, to ſend you more ſa- 
tisfactory intelligence; and am, with 
the united and affectionate duty « of 
may ſiſter and Mr. "Or to your 
3 Grace, 
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Grace, my father, and ace kind 


friends, my dear mother 8 moſt du- 
tiful and obedient. 


Sir Witiiam HamiTon 70 Lady 
Luc. | 


\/ 7 ILL my love condeſcend to 
open a letter from a footman? 
4 Will ſhe ſtoop to receive declarations 
of regard from the ſervant of Lord 
5 Edgmoor ?— Say you will, or I dare 

not approach till I have thrown' off 
he badge of my ſervility. Don'tthink 

Ijeſt, it is even as I have ſaid; but if 
you doubt it, come away to Heartly 
5 Abby; inquire for Mr. William Haſe- 
ly, and you will ſee your Hamilton 
transformed into the ſmarteſt valet 
of the * a glaring livery, ſpruced | 
i Hair | 
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hair and clean napkin hanging half 


over his pocket; then Mr. William 


is ſo nimble, that all my fellow ſer- 
vants ſeem to envy my agility, fear- 


5 ful, perhaps, I ſhall ſoon become the 


favourite of their Lord: in ſhort, Iam | 


at preſent at his Lordſhips devotion, 


and propoſe great wages to myſelf at 


the concluſion of my ſervitude, Iſhall 


tell you how I got advanced to this 
poſt of honour, i in order to give you 
an opportunity to admire my dexte- 
rity. Having concerted | my ſcheme - 
before I reached the neighbourhood : 
of Heartly Abby, I went to the houſe. 
of Mr. Dearcy, my Lord' 8 ſteward, 
of whom I had ſome knowledge, and 
told him] called in my way to 1 
to ſhake him by the hand, which he 
acknowledged as a high. honour and 
5 preſſed 7 
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preſſed me ſo earneſtly to drink a glaſs 5 


of wine with him, that had I not be- 


fore deſigned it, I ſhould hardly have 


been able to refuſe his invitation; a 


| firſt, ſecond, and third bottle was call- _ 


ed for, your health and the Earl's 


drank ſucceſſively, till the wine had 
operated ſo powerful on his communi- 
cative heart, that it was ready to give 

up its whole contents, if I had been as 
ready receive them; but avoiding the 
detail he would have given of his own 


and his Lord's affairs, I turned the 
converſation on family economy : 


for my part, I ſaid, living chiefly in 

the country, I intended to regulate 

my affairs within a narrow compaſs, 
particularly in the article of ſervants: 
my intentions met with his appro- 

bation, and he declared them an 
my | honour 
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honour to my judgment, wiſhing 


half the gentlemen in England 
would follow my example, ſhaking 
| his head and ſaying, it would be 
| better for ſome of them to my 
knowledge. I had one ſervant, I | 
laid, whom I ſhould be more ſorry 
to part with than the reſt, as he was 
remarkably clever and honeſt ; but 
my wife, Mr. Dearcy, my wife —_— 7 
taken up a ſtrange antipathy to the 
fellow ; and women, you know Mr. 
| Dearcy, will have their way in ſuch. 
matters as theſe. Ay Sir William, and 
in every other, replied the poor man: 
1 have been married theſe thirtyyears 
| to little purpoſe, if I don't thorough- 
ly know their tempers. And then 
he begun a long account of his 
wife 8 e in the diſcipline of her 
family, 
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family, which I interrupted, by de- 
claring the pleaſure it would give 
me, if I could get William Haſely 
(which was the name of the fellow 
I intended to diſcharge) recommen- 
ded to a good ſervice. The luckieſt 
thing in the world, Sir William! re- 
plied he, getting hold of my hand, 
which he ſhook very heartily; Iam 
| proud to have it in, my power to 
ſerve you, and will get the young 
man into my Lord's family. Iknow 735 
he wants at this time a ſmart clever 
i ſervant, and he never takes any ſo 
| ſoon as thoſe which I recommend 
to him. In this my purpoſe was an- 
ſwered. I accepted his offer with- 
out heſitation, defiring him to exe- 
cute his deſign the firſt opportu- 
; nity, kavieg: the fellow with me, 
Vor. IV. = 4 whom 
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whom I ſhould be glad to diſcharge, 


if 1 was ſure he would be provided 
for immediately, by which means 1 
{hould have an opportunity of ob- 
 ligingmy wife, who in the-main was 
a very good woman. After conſi- 
dering a few minutes, he ſaid he was 
e to go into Warwickſhireear- 
ly in the morning, on ſome buſineſs 
that would detain him at leaſt a fort- 
night; but, however, that, he ſaid, 
ſhould make no difference, for he 
5 could give him a letter to Lord Edg- 
; moor, which would anſwer as well 
as if he wenthimſelf. This I thought 
the luckieſt accident that could hap- 
pen, for had Dearcy remained near 
Heartly Abby, T might have been 
detected, notwithſtanding my deſign, = 
1 which 1 have ſince. executed, of 
1 chang- | 


| And | Lady Caroline . | 
changing the colour of my hair, from 
flair to black; this, by the help of a 
lead comb, I have done effectually, 
ſo that I never can be diſcovered, 
| ſhould any of my acquaintance hap- 
pen to drop in, whilſt I continue 
my diſguiſe, Having obtained what 
I wanted, a letter to Lord Edgmoor 
filled with the praiſes of honeſt Wil- 
liam Haſely, I took my leave of 
Mr. Dearcy, after wiſhing each o- 
ther agreeable j journeys, and ſo forth. 
This morning I waited on his Lord- 5 
ſhip with my credentials, and was 
received into his ſervice; having 5 
firſt diſpatched my own horſes and 
ſervant to Nm, with letters to Co- 
lonel Worthley and Mr. Neviſon, 
whom J have appriſed of my inten- 
tions. I am this day to wait at 
1 BS _- table, 
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table, being neatly equipped for the 
occaſion.— The dinner bell rings ;— 
my time is no lon ger my own, yet I 
will always find a moment to aſſure | 
my dear Lucy, ſhe ſhall, for ever 
command her 1 
WII IIA. eren | 
alias WrLLIAM Hamzr. 


To the Same. 


L AVING gone through the duty 
rm io the day with applauſe, I re- 
tired from the fatigues of my new 
occupation to unbend my mind, and | 
: congratulate myſelf on the ſucceſs 
: that is likely to attend my inde fati- 
gable endeavours. It is true, I have 
-nct yet come at any thing material, 
but have reaſon to hope I ſhall ſoon . 
Set a walter. key o unlock the ſe- 


cret 
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eie I am in ſearch of. Our ditiner- 
bell ſummoned me to join the reſt 
of my party- coloured brethren, Who 
were aſſembled together, and having 
received the inſtructions of the 5511 
ler, 1 ranged the diſhes with admi- 
rable dexterity; after which, I was 
 _ ordered to ſtand behind achair placed 
E at the. head of the table, whilſt an- 
other gentleman of the cloth Was 


| detached to let my Lord know all 


was in order. Seeing chairs placed 
for three, 1 waited with the utmaſt 
5 impatience, to diſcover what com- 
: pany his Lordſhip had with him, be- 
ing determined to afk no queſtions, = 

to avoid giving room for fuſpicion 
dy my inquiſitiveneſs, as well as for 

another reaſon; for though I had 
; condeſcended to put on the appear- 


F. 3 is 008 ance 
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ance of one of them, I cannot bend 
Wy heat to tei mitt a fegrte of 


familiarity to thoſe mean ſervers of 
iniquity, I can obſerve, my dear 


Lucy, the ſame vein of riot and i im- : 


piety to proceed from the apartment 
of his Lordſhip, down to the very 
loweſt offices of drudgery. My 
Lord's voice, accompanied by two 
female ones, in a loud laugh, rouzed 
me from a philoſophical reſverie that 
I had fallen into on conſidering 
my own metamorphoſis. The door 
opening, his Lordſhip, attended by 
two ladies, made their appearance; 3 
the eldeſt took her ſeat in that chair 
to which I was conſigned, the other 
on her right-hand, and my Lord oven 
againſt her: the women eyed me from 
head to toe, and there ſeemed ſome» = 
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thing more than cutioſity in the eyes 
of the young one, which gave me 
no very high opinion of her pru- 
dence; ſhe was all together ex- 
tremely pretty, and would at other 
times put on an air of the greateſt 

| modeſty that infinitely became her, 

but of which ſhe could as eafily di- 

veſt herſelf. This 1 obſerved on ſe- 

 veral occaſiens, which, was Ito re- 
heat it, might ſhock the delicacy of 
Four ear. The old —Wbat ſhall I 
_ call her —What name is expreſfive 
onough of wickedneſs for the wreteh 
who praſtitutes hes own child, and 


quick advances: to perdition? This 
| bla of nature is the vile Rogers, 

he / had ſo large a ſhare in the de- 
, hyped. wis of” your brather, and 
Mr - F 4 25 whoſe. 


with infernal pleafure, beholds. her 
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whoſe commands 1] was ordered to 


obey by my Lord, with the ſame 
readineſs and punctuality as I would 
his own. The other was a daughter + 
whom ſhe fold to Lord Edgmoor, 
to procure thoſe ſaperfluities of life 
that fortune had denied her the poſ- | 
| ſeſſion of by any other means. 
have no doubt of their being acceſ- Eh 


| fary, if any new ſcene of villainy has 


been carrying on; and the fight of 

them at this critical time, is what has 
fed my hope with the moſt flatter. 
ing food of ſucceſs, I could gather 
whilſt 1 was waiting, that Mifs 


Rogers has been abſent from 


Heartly Abby, by Lord Edgmoor's 
frequently repeating his uneaſineſs 

at her abſence ; but obſerved at the 
fame time, there was great caution 


E +4. "ol 


\ 
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_ uſed; that their converſation: turned 
on none but indifferent matters, wit'x 
now and then a double entendre 
from the ladies or his Lordſhip. But 
1 forgot to tell you the compliment 
Mrs. Rogers beſtowed on me; Ibe- 


lieve this fellow, my Lord, will do 
: very well, ſaid ſhe, turning round in 


her chair, and ſtaring me confident- 
ly in the face; 1 like the look of 
him, he ſeems active, and eee 
your Lordſhip's ſervice; to which 
his Lordſhip was pleaſed to make a 
condeſcending reply, and Miſs look d 
as if the was quite of her mother 3 
opinion. I am not very vain of my 
perſon, but as nature ſeems to have 


given me ſome charms in the eyes of 


this young inamorata, I ſhall. not 
| let lo material an advantage lie idle; Wo; 
F * e 


1 
11 
1 
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dut turn it to the uſe I think moſt 
hkely to reſtore the Earl a ſon, my 
Lady Lucy a brother, Lady Caro- 
: line A * and a friend to your 


HaratL rox. 5 


To the Same. 7? 


I AM diſmiſſed, 8 my FA 


very ſtripped off my back, and 


5 tined out of doors with mercy... 
Poor William Haſely | No more art 
thou the envy. of thy fellows ! No 

more ſhall the good Mrs, Rogers 

encourage thee with her praiſes! 
No more ſhalt her amiable daughter 
cheer thee with the glances of her 
approbatien! Alas! to what am 
reduced! even to the neceffity of bid- 
: 4 aue to all my new aquired 


honours. 


and Lady Caroline S— 


= wess rs. Yet; Fortune, I ask thes: 
that in the midſt of my diſaſters, 1 
ſhall earry with me by ſtealth—Yes, 
my Lucy, I am no poſſeſſed of al?! 
my heart can wiſh.. I have enough if 
to make us happy. I have diſeover- ll 
ad the very fountain of iniquity. And , If 
next, I thank thee Providence, for 
having inſpired me with a thought 8 
of ſearehing for it. I hinted as ifm 
deſign was to attack the heart of 
Miſs Rogers, being convinced it was 
not ſecured by a very ſtrong fortifi- 
3 eation: but this I intended as my 
= laſt reſouree, in caſe every other 
attempt failed, either to have my 
ſuſpicions realized, or proved 1 # 
gether groundleſs. The ladies hav- | I 
ing taken a great liking to me, I was: i 
ordered to ſhew my (kill at the tea-- 
„%%% Tons 
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table this afternoon. Hearing them 
: laughing to exceſs, I ſtopped ſhort 
with the tea-board in my hand, and 
| liſtened attentively to their conver- 
ſation, laying my ear to the door, 
where I could plainly diſtinguiſh the 
55 following dialogue. Sing that ſong 
to me, dear girl, ſaid my Lord, which, 
5 like the tuneful ſyren, drew the ideot 

to deſtruction, and compleated my 


5 vengeance. Indeed I muſt do my 


daughter the juſtice: to think the 
has executed your Lordſhip's com- 
miſſion, beyond every thing we could ö 
have hoped, conſidering her youth 
and inexperience; Ay, and ſhe ſhall 


keep the advantage, replied he. 1 


CCE ˙ YT” 2 VET — eG Eres 


Will, for this new ſervice, ſettle on 
her three hundred a year for life. I 
thought this a glimmering light for 
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me to purſue; but as I could no 
Puts" remain with ſafety in my 
poſt, was obliged to quit it, and 
make my appearance among them, 
wjhich luekilydid not put an end tote 
intereſting ſubject. My Lord again 
requeſted Miſs Rogers for her ſong, 
though not in the ſame words; and 
was anſwered with, Good my Lord, 
pray excuſe me, —yyoỹ Lordſhip 
will diſlike it ;—it is fo dull, ſo dole- 


ful a ditty, ſo full of inconſtancy, 1 


and cruelty of men, that it is fit 
only for the deſign, on which I 
recollected it, and muſt give your 
Lordſhip the vapours | to hear, and ; 
me to ſing it, on any other occaſion. 
Well, well, you are a charming girl, 
I will not importune you; tis e- 
nough for me, that 1 know vou have . 


110 The Heftories of Lady. Frances 


tung it to the purpoſe. At which 
they looked on each other, with a 
fort of ſignificance, that 1 could 
eaſily unriddle, nor could any longer 
want an explanation from whence 
their dark hints proceeded:. Thus, 
without regarding the baits Mifs 
Rogers threw out to allure me, 1 
waz,  without' ſeeming to do it, 
buſily employed in treaſuring up 
every word that paſfed. But not con- 
tented, though convinced by them, 
chat my ſurmiſes were welt founded. 
J once more, on my being diſmiſſed 
from waiting, took my ſtand at the 
communicative key-hole, where my 
information was foon compleated. 
| You wiltexcuſe me from a repetition 
w their TORE as 11 ean "0 | honour 0 
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from which I will only collect at 


large the villainy of their actions. E 


could diſcover that his Lordſhip,. 

through an unprecedented. hatred 
to Mr. Neviſon, had given his 

ſanction ta a ſcheme, contrived by 
Rogers, and executed by her daugh- 
ter, to deſtroy his peace, by ſtriking 


at that of Lord and Lady Ormiby's, 


over the fucceſs of which they were 


ſtill exulting. Mis Rogers ſeems. 


to have been a principal machine in 
mis black work; the repeatedly 
received the thanks of Lord Edg - 
on ee eee | 
on her aſſuring them, that ſhe had 
ſovyn the ſeeds of jealouſy too effe- 
Qually, in the mind of Lady Ormſby, 
ever to be rooted; from it. It is 
fufficient for ma to know that her 
2 N Tor 
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| Ladyſhip has been impoſed on, by 
| herſelf. We hall be informed what 
means were uſed 'to cover their deep. 
f deception. Vour brother will again 
be happy, as we ſhall all, in his ſpeedy 
re-union with his Lady. Having. 
got what intelligence I wanted, and 
5 going immediately into the ſervants 
room, I aſſumed an air of good- 
humour, and converſed with them 
_”” familiarly, as if I had really been = 
what my drefs beſpoke me. Af- 
ter talking for ſome time pretty 
freely of the family, 1 faid, Mrs: 
Rogers, between them and me, was 
no better than ſhe ſhould be; and as 
for the young lady, ſhrugging. up my 
ſhoulders, I was convinced I might 
have her favour. on eaſier terms 
than my Lord. Accordingly, as 1 


* 


— 
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ſuſpected, one of the fellows whom 
I had that afternoon ſuperſeded i in 
his office, took an occafion to re- 
peat my words to ſome of the female 
attendants, ſo that it arrived with 
no ſmall addition to the ear of Mrs. 

Rogers: in conſequence of which, 5 
I was diſgracefully diſmiſſed the 
| fame hour, accompanied with many 
opprobrious invectives - from the la- 
dies, for the liberty I had given my- 
ſelf in daring. to ſpeak diſreſpect- 
fully of their characters. By this, 1 
think, I give you no ſmall ſpecimen 
of my policy; for had 1 left them 
without being guilty of any fault, 
for which I could be regularly diſ- 
charged, it might have cauſed ſome 
ſufſpicion of the truth, when Lord 

* finds his villainy | has taken 

air; 
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air; and I am determined he ſhall 
never know! the ſtratagem 1 have |} 
made uſe of, to detect him in it. 1 
even carried my diſguiſe ſo far, as 
to endeavour at palliating my affence, 
begged pardon, and promiſed a- 
mendment; which conceſſions were 
received juſt as I could wiſh them: 
and Lam now ſetting. out for de 


t communicate the ſuecefs of my 


| = here wer ee e 
Hauen. 


5 _ enterprize, and endeavour to fin d out 
Ormi v undeceive Lady Caro- 1 
= Une, and reſtore her huſband to her 

= ations; Till ide things: are 
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The Earl of—w Sir Wrazane 
e | 


Hou ball I thank you, my dear 
ſon, for bringing me back that 
peace I was ſo near loſing. Your 
laſt letter to my daughter found 
me O gracious providence, it found 
me, in the arms of my Ormſpy. 
| Good God! how did my aged heart 
| leap, when I beheld him on his 
knees before me! A bleſſing fo un- 
expected, fo unhoped for, poured 
on my foul à flaod of joy, beyond 
what my poor remains of ſtrengtin 
were able to ſupport. Lucys too 
was great; but, thank Heaven, it has 
not affected her health, When he 
5 heard on what account you leſt 
= He Aſhly 
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Aſhly Park, and the ſucceſs that 
was likely to attend you, he pro- 0 


miſed privately to wait the event 
with us; but notwithſtanding Mrs. 


Wentworth, her daughter, Miſs 


Hamilton, Mr. Temple, all joined 


their ſolicitations with ours, to pre- 
vent on him intirely to lay aſide his 
reſolutions of leaving England, in 
caſe the event might not ſucceed to 
his wiſhes, he was immoveable, till 
your laſt letter confirmed our hap- 
pineſs; ten thouſand joyful acclama- 
tions were echoed to your praiſe 
my daughter bleſſed the hour that 
made her yours. My Ormſby was 
quite overcome by his obligation; 
and never was you ſo dear to the 
heart of your rejoiced and affectionate IJ 
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A® C E P T, my Alamo my 
friend, my brother, the ſincere- 
eſt offering g of gratitude and affec- 
tion, for havin g, a ſecond time, ſav- 
ed from ruin a man ſeemingly de- 
voted to it. How different is my ſtate 
of mind from that in which I wrote 
5 you my determination to ffy from . 
my friends, my countty, and all my - 
happineſs! Following the dictates of 
- Prejudice and paſſion, I ſet out im- 
 mediately; on my leaving N, for 
London, in order to embark for Do- 
ver. Purſuing my journey in penſive 
ſilence, I had time to reflect on the 
diſtreſs my abrupt departure would 
5 plunge | 
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plunge my father into, whoſe fond 
affection for me merited another 
return. I conſidered too, that his 
age would but badly let him bear 

the ſhock ; that he was addicted to 

a dangerous diſorder in his ſtomach, 
meeans of haſtening him to his end, 
which would fill up the meaſure of 


| | my woe. This determined n me, be- 


fore I proceeded any further, to go 
to Aſhly Park, and take my leave of 
him and my ſiſter; in conſequence 
of which, I arrived here, and was 
moſt tenderly. received. Inquiring 
tor my Hamilton, I was ſoon inform- 
ed how much I was indebted to his 
unparallelled friendſhip. I now with 
| pleaſure can think of my return to 
Nm, Arts, you fay, have been uſed 
Te oe” EY 


do but that, my beſt Hamilton, then 


will your generous work, and my 
felioity, be compleated. Tell her I 
will not attempt to ſee her till ſne 
commands me to return, though a 
bliſs my heart eagerly pants after, 


| Tell her, if the thinks me wronged, 


the only reſtitution 1 hope, is the 
liberty of throwing myſelf at her feet, 
and receiving the bleſſed aſſurance of 
my being {till beloved; and tell her 
I have then attained the ſummit of 
my wiſhes. The taſk, I know, will 
give you pleaſure, when you can 
_ convince my Caroline that 1 am in- 
nocent ; that I ſuffer till I am per- 
mitted to aſſure her in perſon, my 
love is fervent,” and unabated, as 
5 when 
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to deceire Lady Ormsby ; you ſay 
too, yon will reſtore me to her love: 
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when our, hands were joined in the 
facred preſence of him who can on- 
ly diſunite them. As for the vile, 
abhorred Edgmoor, he ſhall not in- 
terrupt my opening views of love 
and happineſs, by obtruding himſelf 
on my thoughts, till the prize, which 
be had robbed me of, is again re- 

ſtored to my poſſeſſion; nor will I 
0 even then chaſtiſe him according to 5 
his high rank, but to the groveling ; 
_ er of his actions. I have wrote, 

by this poſt, to the Duke, Ducheſs, 
and Mr. Neviſon. Adieu, my bro- 
ther. Recommend me to the con- 
tinued friendſhip of Cal. er a 
aa n 1 rances. 5 


** 


2 


| Lady onde ts Lard o 


my puniſhment would be too ſevere: 


but if after being acquainted with- 
the true reaſon for my behaving in 
the myſterious manner I have done, 5 
if you can know the undeſigned | 


Vor. IV. OS fault, 
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d - OU have, my Lord, defired, by 
Sir William Hamilton, that! 
will recal you from your volunta- 
ry exile; it is a requeſt I cannot 
comply with.——Indeed I cannot 
yet conſent to fee you; for, ſhould 
my dear Lord return, receive me } 
with affection, and after knowing 
how much I have wronged him, by 
my too eaſy credulity, thinking me 
_ unworthy his love; ſhould he then 
treat me coolly, or with reſerve, 
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fault, and forgive the offender, re- 
turn, thou deareſt, moſt beloved of 


huſbands, to a wife made ſenſible 


| of her own happineſs. You know 
from fir William Hamilton, to whom 


I am for ever indebted, that he has 
diſcovered Lord Edgmoor, with the 


two Rogers's his accomplices, to be 


the contrivers and executers of 1 
ſcheme, cruel as it was artful, ex- 


celling in both to interrupt our joys, 


and damp the pleaſure my dear old 
parent enjoyed i in beholding it. The 
mazes uſed to entangle me were 


various, and without knowing it, I 


became a principal agent in the plot 

againſt you, my Lord, and againſt 

myſelf. The moment of my un- 

happineſs begun from the evening 

of what day, which your Lordſhip 
4 | and 


and Mr. Neviſon, in conſequence 


of repeated invitations, were gone 
to paſs with Mr. Aſhelford : you 
may remember it was always my 


| cuſtom, when favoured with your 
Lordſhip's company, to ſtroll away 
an agreeable half hour, either in the 
garden or neighbouring meadows; = 
fo waiked our firſt parents in the 
flowery garden of Eden, in bliſs 
ſupreme, 'till Eve, too credulous; 
incautious of her ſafety, and un- 
acquainted with the envious ſpirit : 
| that. deſigned her ruin, ventured 
from the ſide of her protector, and 
was undone. I too, in my walk, 
met a ſerpent, but inſtead of golden 
fruit, I was tempted to rebel by 
bitter poiſon that flowed from her 
venomous tongue, which muſt have 
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been as fatal, without a particular 
interpoſition of heaven in my favour. 
1 ſhall now begin, my Lord, to re- 
count every incident that has helped 
to miflead me, and effected our 
ſeparation. The air happened to be 
that unlucky day remarkably calm; 
the warm ſun of ſummer ſeemed 
then to have made its firſt appear- 
ance, - and threw. ſuch. enlivening 
_ rays over the face of ſpring, as gave 
a ſerene. gladneſs to its aſpect, as 
_ rearing its infant head from the lap of : 
winter. Having enjoyed the proſpect 
* conſiderable time from my win- 
dow, I went into the garden; find- | 
Ing it agrecably warm, I took a 
Telemachus in its fine original lan- 
guage for my companion, and ſat 
15 doum i in that * alcove, where : 
4850 8 5 my 


Wo & 


ihe 6 hd Mu 4 


ſie 1; 
my Ormſby firſt declared he loved 
me; on that ſcene my thoughts were / 


fixed, when they were called away 
by the ſound of a voice enchant- 
ingly melodious. Haſtily laying afide 


my book, I went into the garden, 


looked round me, ſearched every ; 
walk, but could diſcover nothing; 
at length, going to that fide which 
is only divided from the meadows 
| by the clear and beautiful river 
you ars fd often admired, I per- 
ceived a woman fitting at the foot 
of that elm, which bends its lofty 
head over the meandering ſtream, 
and ſerves to ſhelter from intenſe 
heat, the playful inhabitants which 
Mr. Neviſon delights to ſee roving 
on that agreeable ſpot. Her attitude 
0 prevented me from a view of her 
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| perſon, her back being towards me; 
and unwilling to interrupt the enter- 


tainment I received from her me- 


lody, I went ſoftly to the brink of 
the river, and ſilently liſtened to her 
ſong; the words of which were 
more plaintive than the tune, and 
both calculated to ſoothe the moſt 
7 profound melancholy, There be- 
ing at the bottom of theſe fields a 
common path that leads to the vil- 
lage, I imagined this was ſome 
ſtranger led by curioſity to take a 
nearer view of the houſe, as every 
thing in theſe little places attracts the 
notice of paſſengers; and in this 
5 opinion I was going back, but was 
tempted from my defign by her 
beginning another ſong, which! 
; We Was the. fame that vir 


8 William oo 


- 


27 
William. Hamilton heard Lord 
Edgmoor requeſting the young 
Rogers to ſing, and which, he was 

_ pleaſed to ſay, had drawn the ideot 
to her deſtruction; but, thank heaven, 
his deſigns are fruſtrated: the words 
of this laſt had in them ſomething ſin- 

gular, and were often interrupted with 
| ſighs and ſobs, a circumſtance that 

much alarmed my curioſity; and 
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5 going to the door that leads into the 


fields, I ſtood concealed, the better 
to obſerve her actions: by the time 
I got round, ſhe was ſtanding up 


with her face towards. the garden, 


and her eyes fixed on the water; 


there was a peculiar ſweetneſs | in her 
appearance, that demanded my at- 
tention, and I admired the loveli- 
neſs of her me not knowing 
G4 ___ = 


rr . — 


128 The Hiſiories of Lady Frances 
that J was gathering thorns to plant "2 


in my own boſom: my ſurpriſe is 1 
[ not to be expreſſed, when lifting up 
her hands and: eyes to heaven, in a TE 
jlent ejaculation, I ſaw her prepare ff 
| to plunge at once into eternity: ” 

the had one foot over the brink of | ri 
[ the river, when I gave a violent tt 
| | ſcream, and ſpringing forward, came it 
: time enough to prevent her inte- [te 


tions, which I then believed to be 1 


__ real; but can now ſee through the 1 
whole artifice. For God's ſake, w 
madam, ſaid I, obſerving ſhe looked | h. 
_ confuſed and diſappointed, what | dz 

means this raſhneſs ? What has oc hi 
caſioned a woman, ſeemingly in her li. 
| ſenſes, to attempt a deed, that both } fu 
reaſon and religion ſtart at? She made | in 
no anſwer, but was s ſullenly turning ch 


4 


from 
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from me, when I ſtopt her, fear- 


ing ſhe might again be deſperate; 
begging ſhe would ſuffer me to 


conduct her into that houſe, where 


the ſhould find a ſafe aſylum, What- 


ever were her afflictions, my miſe- 
ries are incurable, replied ſhe, no- 


thing but death, can relieve me; tis 
in vain, madam, whoever you are, 
to attempt ſaving me from perdition. : 
Though ſadly frightedat hermenace, 
tryed to calm her grief, which 
was counterfeited to admiration ; and 
having ſucceeded tolerably in my 
deſign, ſhe requeſted I would ſuffer 
her to give me a ſhort ſketch of her 
life and misfortunes; when, ſhe was 
ſure, I would no longer blame her 


intentions of putting an end to both, 


hs" latter being inſupportable, the 


. 8 e former 
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former hardly worth preſerving; She 
ſaid her name was Douglas, of 
Scotch parents; that about three 
years ſince, ſhe had been decoyed to 
London by a young nobleman, who 
falling in love with her, as he was 
paſſing through the town where 
ber father lived, had uſed the baſeſt 
means to bring her to infamy, and 
at laſt but too fatally ſucceeded; 
ſince that time, he had behaved 
in every other reſpect with more 
| tenderneſs than ſhe had reaſon. to 
expectʒ but being lately married, 
„ ſhe reſolved to take that opportunity 5 
bol forſaking a life that had always 
been diſagreeable to her; that in or- 
der to induce her to comply with his I 
requeſt of ſtill continuing with him, | 
he _ repreſented his lady to be a 1 
3 woman 
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. woman of ſo eaſy a diſpoſition, that 
the might even make one of his 
family, without being miſtruſted, in 
quality of a houſe-keeper; that if 
ſhe had any objection to this pro- 
poſal, ſhe ſhould remain in what- 
ever part of London, or wherever 
elſe ſhe pleaſed, if ſhe would per- 
mit him ſtill to viſit her; but that 
the reſolutely withſtood all his ſoli- 
citations, though: her ſituation was 
rendered more deplorable, by a viſi- 


ble likelihood of bringing into the 


world a witneſs of, and a ſharer in, 
her I diſgrace. The great repug- 
nance ſhe now felt to vice, deter- 
mined her, ſhe ſaid, i in better reſo- 
lutions, rather to prefer the moſt 

ſevere want of indigent repentance 

to ſplendid grandeur, anda heart har- 


cond 
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dened every hour by repeated crimes. 
Finding the could no way avoid her 
ſeducer whilſt ſhe remained in Lon- 
don, harraſſed by his perpetual im- 
e and purſued from place 
to place, ſhe privately quitted it 
about a fortnight after his marriage, 
and took an obſcure bens about 
den miles from N- I 
had been obliged to paſt with 3 
little matters ſhe could call her .] 
= the days of her innocence ; hav- 
ing left behind her every valuable 
preſent from the author of her guilt; 
that this ſmall reſource being quite 
exhauſted, and the people where 
the lodged treating her with the 
greateſt inhumanity, the was turned 
out friendleſs, deſtitute, and forlorn, 


without money and without peace, 


| ; | | 
185 1 18 r 8 — 5 5 2 to o 
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to purſue her deſtiny in an unpity- 
ing world: the day before, finding 
herſelf within half a mile of N—, 
ſhe took ſhelter in a poor cottage 
belonging to two old people, who 
had given her a night's lodging, but 
were too neceſlitous themſelves to 
ſupply her wants; and the fear of 
ſtarving had drove her from obſcure, 


to more public poverty. She then 


produced ſome wretched ſcraps of 
proviſion from her pocket, which, 
the ſaid, a charitable chriſtian had 
given her, as ſhe paſſed through the 
| town, but that her famiſhed appe- 
tite now loathed, what ſome hours 
ſince might have relieved it; that 
the ſame perſon had directed her to 
this houſe, and adviſed her to make 
known her extreme indigence, for 


that 


ee 
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that it belonged to aclergyman, who 
Was full of compaſſion for the un- 
g fortunate. Your. goodneſs, madam, 
continued ſhe, convinces me I have 
not received an exaggerating account 
of the mercy and benevolence of 
your diſpoſition; I ſay yours; for 
ſure you muſt be an inhabitant of 
this ſweet; manſion. I told her ſhe 
was not miſtaken, that he ſhould 
ever find a kind protectrefs in me, 
who had it in my power, as well as 
inclinations, to place her above the 
reach of want, where ſhe might in N 
dulge her happy alteratian of mind. 
which muſt, in time, reſtore that 
inward peace, the loſs of which ſhe 
ſo much, and ſo prudently lament- | 
ed. This, and a great deal more, I 
155 id to comfort her, being melted | by 
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the judgment of her words, the 
modeſty of her looks, and the diſ- 
treſſes of her life. She threw herſelf 
at my feet, ſeemingly overcome by 
gratitude, and thanked me in the 
moſt graceful manner; calling me 
the ſaviour of her life, of her eternal! 
happineſs, which ſhe ſhould have 
forfeited paſt redemption, had 1 not 
| ſnatched her from ſuicide and mur- 1 
der; both which, another moment 
muſt have com pleated. Having raiſed ii 
her from the ground, and placed her 
by me, being 1 in the alcove, to which 
1 led her before ſhe began her rela- 
tion, I begged ſhe would ſatisfy me, 
| how ſhe was tempted to perpetrate a 
crime, the blackneſs of which, ſhe 
appeared ſo thoroughly to be ac- 
Auainted with, particularly as ſhe 
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had reaſon to expect her neceſlities 


would end with Mr. Neviſon's know- 
ledge of them. Not havingreſolution, 


madam, replied ſhe, to ſtand in the 


| preſence of a man, whoſe character 


was ſo much ſuperior to my own, I 
1 ſat down under that tree where 


you firſt. diſcovered me, to com pole 
my thoughts, and collect ſufficient 

courage, to lay my ſituation before 
him, my crimes, my penitence, 
and throw myſelf on his mercy for 


:” protection; 1 applying to reflection 


for the means, 1 was miſerably diſ- | 
appointed ; for inſtead of findin g 

the aid I ſtood in need of, my 
reaſon and my hope were ſwal- 
| lowed up in a depth of deſpon- : 
dency, which I was endeavouring 

4 to. avoid; 1 would. have fled from 


dan ger; 
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danger; I called my thoughts back; 
[ tryed to allure them by muſic; I 

ſung to compoſe them, but in vain. 
All nature to me ſeemed gloomy ; ſo 
clouded was my ſoul, that the chear- 

ful ſun which ſhane with heavenly 
luſtre, looked chear leſs and obſcured 


rere — } 


to me; all Was. chaos and confuſion. 1 
1 madam, at that moment you had 


not come to my aſſiſtance, my dark- 
neſs would have increaſed, and 1 
muſt have been for ever, ever, ever 
loſt. At this period ſhe threwa hand- 
kerchief over her face, and laying it 
on the table, ſent out ſuch piercing 
ſobs as pained me beyond expreffion. 
Fearful of a relapſe, I did not inter- 
rupt her grief, but intended, when 
| ſhe grew tolerably calm, to aſk. the 
name 1 her ſeducer, Which ſhe hat 
dien 
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hitherto concealed; not to ſatisfy 


any inſatiable curioſity of my own, 
but to get ſome proviſion made for the 
unfortunate child, which I thought 


might be done without Miſs Dou- 


glas appearing in the affair, or diſ- 
covering her retreat, which J pro- 
: poſed to make ſecure and agreeable, 


I was debating within myſelf, in 


what manner to accompliſh my 


ſcheme, fixing on my dear Lord to 


be the means of getting ſome ſmall 


reſtoration made to the poor injured 
creature; when riſing haſtily from 


her ſeat in freſh diſorder, ' and taking 
"0 picture from her boſom, this—this, 


madam, ſaid ſhe; is the villain, —furi- 
ouſly ſtriking the inſenfible piece;— 
this is the villain that muſt one day 


anſwer for all wy crimes 3 ; and ny 
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vengeance, vengeance overtake him! 
I] caught a tranſient view of the like- 
neſs, as ſhe held it in her hand. My 
eyes ſtarted from their orbits, every 

limb trembled with convulſive ter- 
ror, when J beheld the exact por- 
trait of my Ormſby. Fired with re- 
ſentment, rage, deſpair, and jealouſy, 
5 I ſnatched it from her; and, O my 
g Lord, forgive the injuries my ſuſ- 
5 picions did your honour; diſclaiming 5 
| the endearing tye between us, I 
_"_—_ I even hated you; my blood, 
f 
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which impetuouſly ruſhed into my 

heart, deſerted it as ſuddenly, as if 
5 frighted from the horrible manſion; 
; and I fell, graſping the imagined ; 
3 proof of your perfidy, and my own 
4 misfortunes. J have been more cir- 
/ cumſtantial than the caſe required, 
* FFF i 
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to convince your Lordſhip my error 


has not proceeded from want of 


affection, but rather from an over- 
flowing of it; for had I not loved 

to exceſs, my grief had been but 

. adequate, and I might have acted in 


the ſame. manner, without feeling 
that agonizing pain, that excruciat- 


ing torture, which 1 ſuffered, whilſt 
doing what I believed to be no: mote 


than common juſtice to myſelf, to 


virtue and generoſity, by holdin 5 
man in abhorrence, who had ſo baſe- 
ly ruined an innocent young crea- 
ture, and me ſo cruelly injured. 'I 
did not, my Lord, though at firſt 
[ni fatally alarmed, too haſtily con- | 
_ demn you ; the wicked wretch corro- 
| - borated her evidence by many artful 
contrivances, before I fell their victim. 
F The 


5 4 


The giddineſs which ſeized n my + has: 
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in the aleove, was neither laſting nor 


violent; and, by the aſſiſtance of 
the hateful Rogers, now no longer 
5 Douglas, J Was raiſed from the 
ground, and reeled, all pale. and 
trembling, into the ſeat next me. 
Beginning to recollect myſelf, 7 


conſidered the cauſe J had given for 


her to ſuſpect my being your wife; 
and not chuſing then to diſcover it, 
I. ſaid I was ſubject to faintings, par- 
ticularly whenever my mind was 
agitated either by joy or grief; and 
that her fituation had made me feel 
the latter to an uncommon. degree. 1 
The readineſs with which ſhe re- 
ceived this evaſion, a little ſurpriſed, 
me being convinced ſuch ſtrong 


emotion Henze ee in my 
| 4 5 44 | voice, = 
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voice, countenance, and actions, 4 
Vould have revealed the true ſtate 
of my heart; eſpecially as on other 
cCccaſions ſhe did not want a large 
ſhare of penetration. Without ſeem- 
ing to ſuſpect her veracity, I deter- 
mined to be ſatisfied of it, and 
5 telling her I would provide : a houſe 
fit for her reception, in as ſhort a 
time as poſlible, I aſked- whether 
_ the would have any objection to re- 
turn, till that could be accompliſhed, 
to the houſe of thoſe poor people 
whom her neceſſities had obliged 
ber to forſake; as by going into ano- 
ther family, ſhe may alarm their 


curioſity, and perhaps diſcover that 


which, if once known, might ſubject 
Her to mortifications, which, in the 


manner I |: propoſed: ay be intirely | 


; 


avoid- | 
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avoided, In this I had a double mo- 
tive; one, that I might be a witneſs, 
whether her diſtreſs was real; but 
the moſt prevalent was, that ſhould 
I find your Lordſhip to be really the 
ſource of her infamy, I might have 
it in my power to keep your ſecret, 
by ſecluding her from ſociety, till ſhe 
had given breath to the innocent un- 
: happy child, and I found a diſtant 
and fafe retreat for her, determining 
if that ſhould be the caſe, to take a 
ſtep, the pain of which I am already 
too thoroughly acquainted with, 
With well-diſſembled_ tears, pray- 
ers, and thanks, the ſuppoſed Miſs , 
Dou glas accepted the terms I offer- 
ed; and riſing from her ſeat; ſaid ſne 
would go back to her cottage, which 
ſhe ſaid ſhe hoped to reach before it 
was: 1 dark. Whilſt taking her 


leave 


— — . — i ee oo wut oo - — 
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leave I ſuddenly reſolved to accom- 
pany her, and made known my de- 


ſign, under pretence of ſetting her 

dovyn in my chariot, as too much fa- 

tigue might be of ill conſequence to a 
perſon in her condition. Whatever veil 


1 attempted to throw over my words, 


I ſoon perceived it was too thin to 
keep her from the real meaning; as ſhe | 
aſſured me, if I ſo far condeſcended' 

as to look in on her now ha ppy aſy= 

lum, rendered ſo by my -unmerited: 
goodneſs, I ſhould be convinced 
that her misfortunes were more 
than fiction, and not exaggerated i „ 
her relation of them. The reſolu- : 


tion with which ſhe ſpoke, the!) joy 
ſheè diſcovered at my intentions, and 


the probability of her being no im- 


poſtor, were near reducing me to 
the lame extremity. occafianed by 
my 


and. Lindy Caroline 8 Ls 2 
my firſt diſcovering your Lordſhip” 3 
picture, which I was obliged to re- 
turn; but intended at a proper ſea» 

| ſon to tell her who 1 was, and to 
get it from her, as a proof of her 
having reſigned every ſpark of ten- 
derneſs for the original. As I was 


ſtepping 1 into the houſe to order = 
chariot, thinking I ſhould return be- 


fore your Lordſhip, I heard your voice 
in the court, talking to Mr. Neviſon, 
and running back into the garden, 1 
hurried five guineas into Miſs Dou- 
glas's hand, begging ſhe would ex- 
cuſe me from going with her that 
evening, an accident having happen 
ed that made it impoſſible. She ſaw 
by my eagerneſs, how much I want- 
ed her abſence, and ſeemed as earneſt 
to take her leave as u When 
* IV. n ſhe 


a 
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ſhe had given me directions where 
to find her, I faſtened the door af- 
ter her, and went into the houſe, 
where the fight of you threw me 
into ſuch an agitation, that to avoid 
your finding out the true reaſon, I 
vas obliged to pretend the evening 
air had given a chill to my blood 
with your uſual goodneſs, alarmed 
for my health, you inſiſted on my 
retiring immediately, which I rea- 
dily complied with; and when you 
Would have come to my room, if | 
ou recollect, 1 ſent your Lordſhip 
Word I was inclined to fleep; but 
inſtead of that compoſing friend, I 
entertained in my boſom. the. moſt 
terrif ying companions, ſuch. as ſuſ- 
© penſe, deſpair 5 and anger. If I call- 
ed to mind your tender behaviour to 


4 
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me as your wife, my thoughts 
brought back to my view Miſs 


Douglas and all her ſufferings: if 


I looked on her as an impoſtor, her 
being poſſeſſed of your picture, her 


great appearance of veracity, her 
readineſs to admit me to ſee the very 


ſcene of her want and miſery, ba- 
niſhed that glimmering hope. Sleep- 
leſs and full of tormenting ideas, I 
counted every hour, at the firſt ap- 
pearance of morning left my bed, 
and intended to viſit Miſs Douglas 
before you was ſtirring. Something 
I muſt go in ſearch of, it was not 
peace, it was not comfort, it was a 


confirmation of my misfortunes that 


K expected; but was obliged to lay 7 
_ alide my purpoſe, by your Lord- 
Py 8 getting up ſoon after me; nor 


He 


could 
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could I find a moment's opportunity 
to effect it, in that and the two fol- 
| lowing days, in which time your 
repeated afts of affection, the ten- 
derneſs with which you received my 
itl humour, the pains you took to 
overcome my melancholy, the unaf- 
fected eaſe and innocence that ap- 
peared i in your words and actions, 
almoſt ſtaggered my belief. Hear- 
ing your Lordſhip fay your was go- 
ing abroad, I immediately ordered 


my chariot, and ſuppoſing you gone, 


. frlllowed: the direction of Miſs Dou- 

5 glas, and was ſet down at the bot- 

tom of a field, by the fide of which 

| ſtood the houſe, or rather hovel, that 
I came in queſt of, the firſt view of 
Which ſtruck me with the higheſt N 
amen of want and deggary; | 


but 
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but when the door opened, in conſe- 


quence of my knocking at it, and I 


took a ſurvey of this habitation of 


miſery, my wonder and compaſſion 
were ſo much excited, that I ſtood 


for ſome moments in ſilent admira- 


tion, ſcarcely thinking of the buſineſs 


that brought me to it: in the corner 
of a room ſtood a bed ſpread ove: 


with a tattered coverlid, and put m 
in mind of Otway's witch i in the Un- 
: happy Marriage, being compoſed 
of many coloured rags, that ſpoke 
variety of wretchedneſs; three old 


chairs, a ſpinnin g-wheel, ſome coarſe 
brown porringers, and a few woo l- 


en trenchers, took in the whole in- 

ventory of their goods: yet with all 

this viſible poverty, there was a 
neatneſs-1 in l thing I ſaw, that 
3 mds. 
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made me think induſtry and ex- 
treme want were not incompatible, 


Upon my enquiring for the young 


woman their lodger, a very old one 
who addreſſed me ſaid ſhe had left 
: them the day before; but ſeeing me 
look ſurpriſed, I ſuppoſe, madam, 
continued ſhe, you are the gentle- 
Vvoman Nanny Pilkington ſaid ſne 
expected; and turning to a man, 
_ who ſeemed the emblem of winter, 
and was "fitting by the chimney, in, 
' which mouldered a handful of duſt, 
that had no other appearance of fire 
than from the ſmoke that it occa- 
fioned ; Go, huſband, ſaid ſhe, and 
bring the little bit of paper Nanny 
left for the gentlewoman, which I 
am defired to deliver with her hum- 
- Us "days ; ve which I found the old 
: couple. 


7 5 


z —S 
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couple were ſtrangers to her real 


name and ſituation; but could aſſign 
no reaſon for her abrupt departure, 
till the following note, carefully ſeal- 


ed, was — into my hand. 


W 
Chance having diſcovered to me 


125 45 you are the wife of Lord Ormſby, 
and that I had flown for ſhelter into = 

the very neighbourhood of my fedu- 
cer, I think it but ſafe, both for your 

Luadyſhip's peace and my own eternal 
quiet, that 1 ſhould fly far from him. 


As ſoon as I think I have found a 


place of ſafety, I will do myſelf the 
honour to reveal it to you madam ; 1 

and may your Lord reſtore to you 

te happineſs he has robbed me of. 


* n forgive . and mall 
got. H 4 think 
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think if he endeavours to deſerve 
your Ladyſhip's affection, that he has 
made ſome reſtitution for the wrongs 
he has done your Ladyſhip's moſt 
devoted, and ever grateful ſervant, 
ANN Douelas. 


I aſked how "OR the | dts >| wo- 

man had been with them, and found 

tit tallied exactly with the account ſe 
had given me of herſelf. Would you, 
my dear Lord, imagine ſuch arts, 
ſuch deceptions could have been de- 
viſed? Never was there a deeper: 
ſcheme of villainy, and but too well 


did it ſucceed; for on my returning | 


home, full of deſpair and reſentment, 


© . your: Lordſhip came to me with a 


Ccolneſs in your manner, which 1 
conſtrued in the moſt diſadvan- | 
| 7 EEE” tageous 
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tageous light. You ſaw it was in 
vain to preſs me to an eclairciſement 
of my conduct, which muſt to you 
appear cruel and ungrateful ; you 
fled from me: the letter you left 
behind you firſt began to open my 
eyes; and the intelligence Sir Wil- 
liam” procured in the character of 

Lord Edgmoor's ſervant, compleated 
my cure; and truſt me, my dear Lord, 
there is no danger that I ſhall ever 
again relapſe. I have examined into 
the characters of the old couple at the 
. Cottage, and find them to be goo. 
and honeſt; I intend doing ſomething. 
for them, as they are both paſt their 
labour, and no doubt were too impoſed ; 
on by the artful deſigners of my ruin. | 
I will not add another moment by 
= my dent comments, on wha: 


H 5 „ vo 
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I have already wrote, to the tedious. 
abſence of my beloved Lord, if he 
is diſpoſed to return to the heart and: 
arms of his late afflicted, but now, 
in hopes of a re- union, rejoiced and : 
affectionate „„ = 
Canorinu Ornsr. 


7 V ILLIAM Hannr rox to Lady. 
Lucr. 


- ORD Ormiby arrived here * : 
"= terday, and was made happy by. 
1 tenderſt reception from his lady. 
Now, dear Lucy, tell my aunt ſhe 
muſt lay in proviſions for a whole 
army of volunteers that I am going 
to head, and march into her caſtle. : 
Tell juliet, ſhe muſt expect no mer- 
ey, that ſhe will be forced to ſurren- 
N N 
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Ge immediately ; and tell my. friend 
Randolph, that he muſt prepare to 
take charge of the priſoner, not to 
let her eſcape at his peril. In plain 
Engliſh, we are coming down to Aſh- 
ly Park, to pluck the wing of a par- 
tridge with my aunt; ſee my ſiſter 
give her hand to Sir Burton; have a 
dance on the occafion, and then hie 
away for Audly Caſtle, every one his 


own commander; where we are to 


be joined by the Duke, Ducheſs, 
den Bunch and Men. Wadi, 
re ee What a noble caval- 
Julier 8 ne but the 4 bs 


content; ſhe will have her ſhare of 


good folks. By the time I come up 
with my detachment, I ſuppoſe Har- 
riot will want a principal ply 


ment 
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ment: ſhe muſt not expect the office 
of bridemaid ; tell her ſo in ſeaſon, 
that ſhe may not be diſappointed. We 
will have our two handſome neigh- 
bours, Miſs Farnhams : it ſhall not 
all be done in the family way; if there 
be any thing elſe that ſhe has an in- \ 
clination for, let her ſpeak. in time 
that ſhe may be enrolled in my liſt, 
as I ſhall have the diſpoſing of every 
place for that day; and, if ſhe behaves: 
well, perhaps I may provide her with 
2 ſmart partner, one after her own 
| heart, As for you, mydear, and Lady 
Frances, the Colonel and 1 have al- 
ready agreed to barter you. in the 
way of exchange: married people 
ſhould compaſſionate each other; be- 
des, it would be unpardonable for 
us to en gage the young folks without 


being 
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being! able to give them a chance, at 
leaſt, that they may lead us a dance 

for life. I have only in this given you 
my intentions at large; Friday ſeven- 
night I ſhall, in perſon, deſcend to 
particulars, and will then depute you, 
L and the other ladies, to act in your : 
reſpective ſtations. Caution my aunt 

| to guard her heart againſt Mr. Ne- 

 viſon,' who comes in my diviſion, 
and has charms more dangerous 
than youth or beauty: tell her this, 0 

5 Fr dear cf, from yours, Se. Oc. 


* 


* 


| The Duke 2 . Onnrpy: 


2 IT 3 me to think of the 5 
X villainy that has been practiſed a- 
5 wad your. Lordſhip. I have not en- 

a eee to RESP the affair a ſecret; 

the 
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the whole court is acquainted with 
it. Edgmoor is become a general ri- 
dicule; nay, ſo much is he deſpiſed, 
and laughed at, that I think his im- 
pudenee muſt ſurpaſs even his wick- 
edneſs, if he ever again dares to ſhew 
his face in public, where only con- 
tempt and ſhame. await him. Now, 


my Lord, by your own, my daugh- 


ter's, by all our expectations of happi- 
neſs, I conjure you feek no other ſa- 
tisfaction; in my opinion this is moſt 
honourable; any other I look upon 
as mad revenge. Fhe ſting of his in- 
famy, which he can no longer oon 


ceal, will recoil on himſelf, and pierce 5 


more than the ſharpeſt Word; and 


che diſgrace he is ſubjected to, will 5 
lodge deeper in his proud heart, 
5 * the moſt ee ball your ; 
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| hand could ſend to it. Sir William 5 
Hamilton is entitled to the moſt 
grateful retums in my power, for the 


material ſhare he has had in your = 


reconciliation with my daughter; as 
neither have been to blame, there 


can be room for no diſagreeable re- 
flections on either fide to diſturb, or 


| Fon. to meet you at Audly Caſtle, 


on a party from which we all pro- 
poſe the higheſt ſatisfaQtion, Ke 


8 larly, my dear Lord, 


. Colonel Worrney to Lord Henry. 
year veaſare api: my belt 
1 benefactor have received, had 
he been witneſs to the tender meet- 


ing 


again interrupt your union. I hope 


Yours rs elena. N 4 | | 
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ing between Lord and Lady Ormf- 
by? Like thoſe who feel the firſt 
return of eaſe after extreme pain, 
"0: appeared the reconciled pair. 
HFeart-felt gladneſs ſparkled in his 
eyes, and glowed upon her cheeks. 
What a ſudden tranſition from grief 
to joy, from gloom to chearfulneſs! 
It was a ſight that gave an inexpreſ- 
ſible, a general ſatisfaction to every 


| pleaſed ſpectator. But Mr. Neviſon 


I ſhall never forget, his tranſport was 
almoſt equal to the united lovers; he 

hugged them to his boſom; he wept 

from very extacy, and ſobbed an in- 
articulate petition to heaven, no more 

to diſappoint his hopes in them. I 

now ſee Lady Ormſby in her moſt 

amiable light; though nothing can 

0 be ener than the duty with which 
ſue 
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the; treats the very name of "a na- 


| tural parents; it does not interfere 
vith that boundleſs affection Mr. Ne- 
viſon has certainly a right to claim 
from her. She waits on, ſhe reſpects, 
ſhe conſults him, with the ſame view 


to his eaſe, the ſame deference to his 


opinion, as if ſhe thought herſelf de- 
pendent on his bounty, and obliged 


by the law of nature ſtill to revere 
him as her real parent. Thinking of 


Lady Ormſby s, reminds me of my 


own debt. Perhaps no man had ever 


higher notions of gratitude ; perhaps 
no man had ever half the reaſ6n-to 


to be grateful. Grant me, my dear 
Lord, the only requeſt you ever yet 
refuſed me; ſuffer me to tell yon 
the tranſport I experience, reflecting 
that: it is to you. 1 owe my fortune, 
08 5 love, 
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love, and happineſs; that it is to you. | 
my mother is indebted for the peace 
and comfort ſhe enjoys in her de- 
elining age. From you l have receiv 
ed the beft of wives; from you ſhe 
has received the beſt of daughters. 
But let me not ciſk your Lordſhip's 
diſpleaſure by dwelling longer ona 
ſubject, which you was once pleaſ- 
ed to ſay, was the only one that could. 
_ endanger my incurting it. Lord 
Edgmoor is flown ; the publication 
of his. ſhame having reached his 

| ears, England by that means has 
got rid of its greateſt diſbonour. 
What is become of the two Rogers s 
I know not, but ſuppoſe he has taken 
with him theſe valuable machines 
much hardened in hie crimes, ever 


to be the proſelyte of virtue. n 
compliance to your Lordſhip's ineli- 
nations, we ſhall ſhorten our viſit to 
Aſhly Park, that we may ſooner _ 
pay our reſpects to you at the caſtle. 
We propoſe to take London in our 
way to Mrs. Wentworth's ; and on 

Wedneſday, if nothing Nappede to 
prevent my wiſhes, I ſhall have the 

honour to kiſs the hands of my be- T 

| nefactor ; nd am, &c. e. 1 


Lady Frances Wirnuitke to Hrs - 

3 een 

Tur momentary embrace 1 got : 
from b 43 dear e eee : 


rack ene che Ae evening, 
1 no more chan that md 
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ry pleaſure one ſometimes receives 


from a delightful dream. To ſee you, 
to be with you but twelve hours, how: 
ſhort the fleeting ſatisfaction! How 
valuable your preſence! My mother 
declared to Lady Ormſby and my- 
ſelf as we were alone with her, that 
ſhe had more real enjoyment from 
your entertaining converſation, than 
ever ſhe felt from applauſe, even 
when admiration had its greateſt 
charms for her. If ſhe writes, her 
letters are filled with your name; if 
ſſme talks, you are the ſubject of her 
converſation. In ſhort, ſhe looks 


on you as her ſiſter, companion, and 


friend. Could you, deareſt madam, 
once have thought fate had in ſtore 
for me thoſe bleſſings I now poſſeſs? 
T How ſweet. | is the reflection on the 


time 


——_  — —  —  — ” 
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time ſpent at Audly Caſtle! With 
what pleaſure do I call back every 


incident that happened to me there! 

From that moment when the protec- [| 
tor of my earlieſt years firſt fondly — || 

recommended me to your affeQion, |! 
to the lateſt of my ſtay at the caſtle, |! 


what a joyful turn has my affairs 
5 taken! ſince I beheld the partner of 
my happineſs enter the muſic room, 
led by my uncle; fince I yielded 
my heart to his merit ; ſince I ſuf- 1 
fered my curioſity to get the aſcen 
dancy over my reſolution, and diſ- 
covered that I was beloved, then 1 
Was full of uneaſy doubts: but now 
how ſecurely happy! I delivered 
my uncle's requeſt to Mr. Temple, > 
who writes to his Lordſhip by this 
Y poſt, that ay ag with it, and 
will 
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will attend him to Audly Caſtle, as 
ſoon as Miſs Hamilton's marriage is 


celebrated, which Sir William is de- 
termined ſhall be done in a public 
manner. We are all impatient for 


the reaſon of my uncle's deſiring 
Mr. Temple to go to the caſtle with 


bim, before the time fixed for our 
viſiting that beloved place which ! 
left with regret, think of with de- 
a light, and ſhall ſee again with rap- 
ture. My Colonel and Lord Ormſ 
by will have it that we are to be 
ſurpriſed by ſome additional beauty 3 
in or about the caſtle, and that Mr. 
Temple's judgment is required to 
aſſiſt in the work. All this is like- 
ly, for without a doubt, he poſſeſſes 
the fineſt and moſt extenſive genius | 
| + the age. Well | I can only wiſh, 


he 


% Coreline K. 


his country houſe, as he calls it. 1 


fancy you, my father, and mother. 
are privy to the deſign; for on re- 
collection, I ſa you ſmile and look 
on each other when it was firſt men- 
| tioned but I do not aſk you to re- 
veal it. I ſhall have greater pleaſure 
before the time arrives in gueſſing 
at the ſecret, than half my ſex will 


find in explaining all the conun- 


drums ſet forth in the Ladies Diary 
for the year. I am delighted with 


every part of this family: Mrs. 
Wentworth is chearfulneſs itſelf, and 


treats her viſitors with all the polite 


| freedom and tenderneſs of a parent: 


LY 
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the time arrived, when our curioſity | 
is to. be-fatisfied, which' cannot be, 
my uncle declares, till we meet at 


1 nee Temple is extremely delicate, 1 
ſhe 


— a. 24 
r _— * 
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| ſhe has a fine complexion, ſhining 


brown hair, her eyes | peculiarly 


' ſweet and full of ſenſibility, her 


other features ſmall and regular, 


with all her mother's genteel liveli- 
neſs, good ſenſe, and affability: Miſs 
Wentworth has not the perſonal ad- 
vantages of her ſiſter; but the en- 
gaging gentleneſs of her manners, 
the elegant eaſe that appears in all 
ſme does or ſays, a fine judgment 
joined to a becoming diffidence, with= 
out the leaſt mixture of diſagreeable 
reſetve, makes up for every other 
deficiency. Theſe three ladies, Lady 
Lucy, Miſs Hamilton, the Earl of 
— Sir William Hamilton, Mr. 
Temple, my Colonel, Lord Ormſby, 
Sir Burton Randolph, and Mr. Ne- 
5 wan. make up che circle, at 6 which! 
= 1 Pre- 


f1 
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5 preſide happineſs, hoſpitality, cl chear- 
| fulneſs and bounty. 98 1 
1 deareſt mother, adieu. 


Mejor M o N ON to Colniel 
2W. ORTHLE . 

1 Bropale an to 8 England, 8 

and ſhall bring with me 2 lady . 


| in whoſe eſteem you ſtand highly 
rated. Your preſence, my dear 


Worthley, firſt awakened returning 
love in her boſom; your character 


| ſhe was not unacquainted with; 


and to hear that you honoured me 
Ez with. your friendſhip, gave me in her 
eyes no ſmall degree of merit. 1 
: need not tell you that Miſs Edgar, 
now Mrs. Moncton, is the perſon 
who. with mine unite her thanks for 
Vol. = 4 every 
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every. act of affection I have expe- 


rienced from you. Some few days. 
aſter you left Ireland, ſending as 


uſual to enquire after her brother's 


health, whom I had ſo anfortunate- | 
ly wounded, I was told he was fo 55 


well recovered as to be able to ſit 


up, but not to leave his apartment. 
The next moraing a ſealed note 
Vas delivered me to this effect, Mr. 
_— Edear's compliments, &c. and if I 
was inclined to do bim the favour, 2 
he ſhould be glad of my company : 
3 8 which invitation I 
accepted with a mixture of hope, 
fr, pain, and pleaſure : : the light 
8 only of the ſervant who opened us 
door gave me an uneaſy ſenſation, 
| which increaſed every ſtep. en 
. reached Mr. Edgar's room. "Your | 
= friend ; 


www i» v9» De de co G 6.2 
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friend was at that moment a coward, 
nor do I bluſh at the imputation; 1 
was not afraid of danger, but afraid 
to appear before a family whom my = 
indiſcretion had ſo highly injured. 
My name being pronounced before 1 


entered, I caught a tranſitory glance 


of Mrs. Edgar as ſhe roſe haſtily to 
go out at another door. The 1 young 
N gentleman received me with great 
| politeneſs, made an apology that he 
was not able to riſe from his chair, 
and holding out his hand ſhook 
mine very heartily, declaring from i 
his ſoul he forgave me the acci- 
dental blow, which the ſeeming 
provocation I had for it perfectly 
juſtified, proteſting he ſhould have . 
done the ſame had he been in my 
fituation, This friendly reception 
SS gare 
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gave me courage; and the conver- 
ſation turning on indifferent and 


various ſubjects, be diſcovered a 


: ſtrength of f judgment and lively ge- 5 


nius, ſurpriſing in ſo young a man. 
After about an hour ſpent in this 


manner, he made me the confidant | 
of his love for Miſs M'Lean, the 


ſame perſon my wife mentioned as a 


magnet uſed by his relations to draw 


5 1 to the Romiſh church. Vou 


ſee Major, ſaid he, having finiſhed a 
4 lovely deſcription of her perſon, the | 
confidence I repoſe in you; it is your 
opinion I want to aſk, not as an ac- 
quaintance of to- day, but as a bro- 
ther, ſor in that light I wiſh, and 
hope ſoon to behold you. I thank- 5 

ed him warmly as my heart directed, 

* 5 

and talking ſo favourable an opportu- 
oY 


E 


JJ ͤ ͤ wo: ee. i dt 
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nity, begged to know if I might be 
allowed the happineſs of paying my 
reſpects to his ſiſter that evening. 
He ſaid, ſhe knew not of my being 
with him, that he choſe to receive 
me in her abſence, having a deſign 
in it, which the event of a few hours 
would diſcover; that his mother was 
acquainted with the favour I did 
him, and would pay her compli- 
ments to me at the tea-table, his 
ſiſter being gone out to call on a ſick 
] friend. Now Major, continued he, 
give me your candid ſentiments of 
my miſtreſs; are not my mother and 
ſiſter unreaſonable 1 in requeſting. me 
to give up my inclination for her? 
Do you think it poſſible that 1 ſhould 
comply? Would you reſign the hope 
of 5 Emily to the ſeruples 


1 3 le 
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| of a prejudiced way of thinking? Dear 
Moncton, tell me ſincerely. The con- 
fidence with which you honour me, 
replied J. is a ſingular proof of the 5 


generoſity of your ſentiments. To 


5 convince you that I wiſh to deſerve 


your friendſhip, I will even venture 
to put it to the aſk, valuable as it is 


hetd by me, rather than endeavour 
to preſerve it at the price of your fu- 


„ happineſs, by being filent when 
you permit me to place before you 
what 1 think reaſonable objections 


to your alliance with Miſs M*Lean. 


He deſired me to go on, with an air of 


3 good humour, of which I never ſaw 
a countenance more expreſſive; and 


©: aſſured me he ſhould take kindly Y 


every thing I aid, though he fore- 
aw his mend had Intle to ex- 
bee 


and Lady Caroline Fs 
pect from my expoſtulations. 1 hall | 


not expoſtulate, my dear Sir, re- 


turned I; allow me only to anſwer 


the queſtions you were juſt now 
pleaſed to aſk me. As to the perfor 
of Miſs M*Lean, I have conceived 


an idea of beauty capable of capti- 


vating the moſt guarded of our ſex: 
yet may not there be concealed in 
hat lovely cabinet a deſigning heart? 
and may not that be the cloſe re- 
ney" of artifice, and diſſimu- 
too ſecurely locked up for 
me eyes of a lover to penetrate ? 
I am no ſtranger to your fitu- 
ation. When you firſt became ac- 
: acquainted with this Lady, was not- 
perſuafion uſed to bring you to the 
houſe of Mr. O Donnel, the enemy 
of your n Was ſhe not ſent for 
0 1 4 10 
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to meet you there? Was not a mar- 
riage to be clandeſtinely huddled up, 
without conſulting your friends, and 
even without giving you time to 
conſider the effects of ſuch a con- 
nection? Did this proceed from af- 
| fection, from that delicate diſinter- 5 
eſted tenderneſs, which you might 
expect from a woman who returned 
your paſſion, with a view only to 
your mutual happineſs? Conſider, 
Sir, the attempts that had been be- 
fore made to take you from your 
parent, and the unerring principles 
of your faith; and if you can then 
think there was no deſign form'd to 
your prejudice, if you ſtill believe 
her worthy of your love, I will no 
longer hazard the loſs of your eſteem. 
by oppoſing it. I waited, for an 
. 1 anſwer, 
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anſwer, by which I . judge 
Whether the liberty I had taken diſ- 
' pleaſed him: obſerving he looked 
more thoughtful and grave, I ap- 
prehended I had gone too far, but a 
ſervant coming up with the tea equi- 
page, and Mrs. Edgar juſt then en- 
tering, we were obliged to drop our 


| converſation; nor have I from that 
hour had occaſion to re-aſſume it. 


The old Lady received me, as if 

nothing diſagreeable had been the. 
motive of my long abſence from her 
houſe, enquiring kindly after my 
health: her goodneſs covered me 
with confuſion; and my conſter- N 
nation being viſible to Mr. Edgar, 

= obligingly relieved me, by teſti- 

£ tying the pleaſure he promiſed him=-- 

| ſelf in my acquaintance, declar- 


* 1 5 ing; 
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ing he ſhould regret nothing ſo 
much as any accident that could 


check our growing friendſhip : after 
which none but general topics were 
touched on. As the evening ap- 
pProached, my new friend betrayed 
great impatience for the return of 
lis ſiſter, frequently enquiring if 
ſhe was not yet come back from her 
viſit. Juſt as I was taking my leave, 

. ſhe entered, more charming than 
ever; and not knowing me preſent, 
ſtarted back with every token of 
aſtoniſhment. I flew to her, I trem- 
bled with conſcious unworthineſs 1 
3 1 bent one knee to her ſuperior \ vir- 
tue; ſhe deſired me to riſe; her ” 
| ſurpriſe was great; ſhe grew pale ; 
and red alternately; I begged to be 
Fe forgiven; I called heaven to witneſs, 

that ; 


1 . 
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that I had already ſuffered for my 
crime. 


| for the friend of her brother. She 


replied not; I obeyed, and led her 
to a ſeat next his. He ſeemed greatly 


affected with our meeting, and lay- 


ing his hand on my ſhoulder, This, 
Emme, ſaid he, is the man Iam 
ambitious to call my friend; you 
may or you may not give him to me 

| in that light;. if you are diſpoſed 
do oblige me, you ſhall find me 
grateful. The averſion my mother 

and you have ſhewn to my alliance 


with Miſs Me Lean has at length 


determined me to give her up. Will 
you indeed, my dear ſon? Wil you 
indeed, nher? both throwing their 


arms. 


Mrs. Edgar came to us, the 
took her daughter's hand, Riſe Ma- 
jor, my child does not yet know you 
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180 The Hiſtories of Lady Prances 
arms about him. But hear me out, 
continued he: as Mr. Moncton has 
bad a principal ſhare in fixing my 
determination, by placing the be- 
haviour of the moſt artful of wo- 
men in its proper light, I ſhall in- 
fiſt on his being rewarded with your 
hand; a condition that muſt be 
complied with. In ſhort, I had ſuch 
| advocates in the mother and ſon, 
joined to my own. ſolicitation, the 
agrecable condition annexed, and a 
certain ſomething 1 in her own breaſt, = 
that, before I ended my viſit, :ſhe_ 
cConſented to my rene wing it as often 
_” pleaſed; which gave me a flow 
of ſpirits, that fo much frightened 
| honeſt James at my return, as to 
make him conclude me. downright 
mad; and it was ſome time before I. 
FFC could 
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could perſuade him there was no 
need of the doctor. From that day 
I had unconſtrained admiſſion to my 
Emily; and as ſoon as Mr. Edgar 
was able to go abroad, be preſented 2 
me with her hand, a gift, the value 
of which will never leſſen by poſ= 
ſeſſion. Mrs. Edgar has ſoine affairs 
| to tranſact in Ireland; when they 
are ſettled, I ſhall thank my dear: 
Worthley in perſon, as ſhe and my 
brother intend reſiding in England. 3 
When you think of the ſriend that 


loves 758 moſt, it will be of your 


| MaxcTon. 
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| Lady Frances WorTHLEY 70 
Mes. WoORTHLEY. 


'W E have been very buſy for ſome 
days paſt, preparing for the nup- 
bals of Miſs Hamilton and fir Burton 
Randolph; which were yeſterday ce- 
| lebrated in a ſplendid and agreeable: 
manner; but I ſhall wave a parti- 
cular account of it, till I can give you 
a verbal one: that wiſhed for time 
draws near; we have received my 
uncle's ſummons to meet you next 
month at the caſtle; Mr. Temple is 
already gone, and we propoſe fol- 
lowing him in a fortnight: what 
pleaſure in expectation ? this 1 have 
| often felt, and do now experience. Þ 
am rejoiced to hear Mr. Moncton * 


affair 
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affair has ended ſo well for N 
and for the Lady: he writes Mr. 
Worthley, that we are ſoon to ſee 
them in England; I wiſh it may be 
before we leave the caſtle, as we 
may then poſſibly prevail on them 
to add to the number of our delight- 
ed circle. You can't imagine the joy 
we all propoſe, nothing elle i is talk'd 
- of, nothing elſe thought of; and, 
for my part, ſleeping or waking, my 
8 thoughts are wholly ingroſſed by it; £ 
yet has our time been ſpent at Aſbly 
Park in a manner, that, were it poſ- 
ſible, even happineſs might en vy. 
I had this day an affectionate letter 


from my mother; her Grace is ſtill! 


anxious for my ſiſter, deſires me to 
be particular in my anſwer, whether 
ſhe has quite recovered the ſhock 
| | | | ſhe 


'M 84 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 


3 ſhe ſo lately ſuffered; for though 
ſhe writes to her and my father in a 


chearful ſtile, they are uneaſy, leſt 
her health might be affected, which 


will oblige me to ſhorten my letter 
to you, in order to aſſure them that 
true eaſe and felicity were never 
pictured ſtronger than in Lady 
Ormſby, nor was ſhe ever half * 
ſprightly ſince I firſt knew her; ſhe, 
plays, dances, or ſings, from morn- 8 
ing till night, and gains the heart of 5 
= every one that viſits in the family; 
her Lord doats on her; the Earl 
. her; and the flow of ſpirits 
ſhe now enjoys, ſeems to rene the 
youth of Mr. Neviſon, and fill his 
old veins. with a new tide. of life; 
never ſiſter loved another with the 
85 fondneſs I do. Think then, my dear 
madam, 
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madam, what pleaſure this happy 
change muſt give the heart of your 
ebase. 55 


Mrs Bans fo Miſs. 
WEXTWORTH. : 


Y I FY T damp 8 the abſence 
of my. dear mother, and of 
2 you, my Harriot, | ſtrike on the 
enjoyments that court me at this 
heavenly place !—Envious gout, to de- 
ſtroy the pleaſure we propoſed in 
beigg together; but thank, Godiiit 
only affects her toe; ſhould It flyito. 1 
any part more dangergus, remem- 
ber your promiſe; ſend for me, as 
you value my aff: ection; write to 
me every day what progreſs it makes, 
and whether it i el to take its 
EN leave. 
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teave. Lord Henry was greatly diſ- 


appointed, fo was Mr, Temple, on 
receiving us at the caſtle gate, not 
to find you in our number; but both 
ſeemed more fatisfied when I gave 
them the' reaſon that detained you, 
and made known your intentions of 
joining us, as foon as my mother's. 
diſorder would permit. His Lord- 
: fp having welcomed us with his 
: accuſtomed” politeneſs, conducted 5 
us ts an apartment where the Duke, 
Ducheſs, and Mrs, Worthley, who. 
arrived a few hours before, were re- , 
freſhing themſelves with coffee; 
after paying us a general compli- 
ment as we entered, Lord Henry 
led Lady Randolph to the Ducheſs, | 
| when ſhe received | hers and the 
Poly enen every one 5 
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Vas then particularly received by 
them, affectionately embracing Lady 

Frances and Lady Caroline, as did 
Mrs. Worthley. There is {till a vaſt 
: haughtineſs 1 in the Ducheſs's appear- 
ance, which I believe muſt be na- 
tural to her; for it is viſible ſhe en- 
deavours to throw it off in her con- 
verſation, which great ſenſe, and a 
thorough knowledge of the world, 
render extremely entertaining. The 
| Puke has a five perſon, good judg- 
ment, and an eaſineſs of diſpoſition, 
from which have proceeded all 
Lady Frances's ſufferings. He now 
| pours his endearments profuſely on 
both the Ladies, ſtill following the 
example of his Ducheſs, who is 
E every moment careſſing them, and 
Has yu. thanked Lady Lucy and 
2600 TONE > as 
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Lady Randolph for- their former 
tenderneſs to them; preſenting to 
the former a watch ſtudded with dia- 
monds; at the ſame time that ſhe 
deſired my couſin's acceptance of a 
necklace of great value. It was too 
late the firſt evening of our arrival, 
for me to have any other view of the 
ſituation than from the windows, 
Which rather increaſed than gra- 
| tified my curioſity: 1 longed im - 
patiently for the morning; Lady 
Frances obſerved it, and whiſpered 
me, ſhe would go as early as I 
_ pleaſed into the woods, or any of the = 
walks round the caſtle, which oblig- _ 
ing offer Igladly accepted. Cards be- 
ing propoſed, we amuſed ourſelves 
with them till ſupper, where abandof 
: muſic attended in ſhort, everything 


that 
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that could regale the OY or delight 
the underſtanding, ſeemed wesen; 
ſprightly repartee void of ſatire, en- 
tertaining wit, and unaffected plea- 
ſure, led on the ſmiling hours, till 
nature ſpoke in our eyes, that ſhe 
wanted that repoſe, which the fatigues 
. travelling had robbed her of. 
The next morning 1 was awakened 
from a ſweet ſleep, by a gentle tap 
at my door: recollecting my appoint- 
ment I ſtole ſofily from the de of 
Mr. Temple, whom the ſummons. 
had not diſturbed, and joined lady 
Frances, who, as 1 ſuſpected, waited 
for me in the anti- chamber. We had 
ſcarce paid each other: the compli- 
ments of the morning, when Mr. 
Worthley came to us, and all three 
immediately walked to the park, and 5 


from 5 
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from thence into that wood, which 
my couſin deſcribed, on her firſt 
viſit, ſacred to contemplation, My 
two conductors, who had ſo often , 
trod this path together, painted out to 
mne every material alteration that has 
deen made in it ſince that time; thus 
did we ſtrole on for near a mile, 
now admiring the beauties we were 

in purſuit of, now extolling the - 
_ princely mind of Lord Henry. Mr. 


Worthley left us about ten minutes 


in the Druids temple ; when he re- 
turned, he requeſted us to go further | 
Into the wood, and being as ready 5 
i follow as he to lead, we ſtruck a= 
croſs ſeveral walks into one, in the 

thickeſt part, which had in its ap- 
pearance a gloom next to horror; 


it booked like the dark abode of | 


night, 


4 * 
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night, from which light and heat 
were both excluded; and beneath 
ran a river, that in a continual mur- 
mur added to the ſolemn penſiveneſs 
of the place. Lady Frances ſaid ſhe 
liked to frequent it in a warm ſum- 
mer's day, when ſhe moſt wiſhed to 
enjoy contemplation, but declared 
the thought it ſo early in the year 
more horrible than agreeable, Our 
friend, replied the Colonel, the 


friend of mankind, knows how to Y 


make even gloom and darkneſs ſub- 
ſervient to his great deſign of beau- 
5 tifying nature; but ſince, continued 
he, you diſlike the ſolitude to which 
I have conducted you, I this mo- 
ment baniſh it your ſight; and taking 
two handkerchiefs from his pocket, 
: kumorouſly bound chem over our 


. eyes, 
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eyes, welaughin g and threatening re- 


venge, he hurrying us along, hatinga 


a hand of each. We had been blind- 


ed but a few minuics, when I per- 


ceived myſelf off the gravel, and 
Walking apsb bart up an -aſbert; 


which made us inſiſt on being reſtor- 


ed to ſight, but in vain; ſtill aſcend= 
ing, ſtill imploring... We did not 
n regain the liberty of our eyes, till we 


reached the ſummit of a fine. knoll, 


where nature went before, followed 
by art, who with a ſkilful pencil, 
and ſportive fancy, enriched her looſe 
robe with various beauties. At the 
top of the aſcent, which is not ex- 
tremely high, but exaCtly- regular, 

5 ſtood a noble building, not only new 
to me, but to Lady Frances, and had 


been ſo to Mr.Worthley, till he that 


F merging 
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morning diſcovered it. The entrance 
is a ſuperb dome ſupported by Corin- 
thian pillars; an elegant ſtatue of 
Mercury invited us to approach, . 
who ſtands on the right as you en- 
ter, holding out a ſcroll of invitation; 
| he faces you with a ſmile on his 
countenance, and with an air of im- 
portance points one hand to Hy- 
men, who is placed in the center, 


and with the other beckons you 


forward to a room fronting, the in- 
ſide of which I have not yet ſeen, 
for to our great mortification we 
found it inacceſſible, the door being 
locked. The ſtatue of Hymen is 
5 ſo excellently performed, that one 
would be apt to believe the fable 
: of Prometheus had been here reali- 


b zed, and breath given to the lifeleſs 15 


Vor. IV. * figure, 1 


— . — —ů— — : 
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figure. Nor does Purity, who in the 


form of a lovely nymph ſtands by his 
ſide, ſpeak a leſs maſterly artiſt ; the 


extreme Whiteneſs of the matble, the 


delicate turn of the ſhape, the inex- 
preſſible modeſty of her look, good 
God | what a lively repreſanebtion of 
the deity! She is taking off a ſaffron- 
coloured mantle, thrown looſely over 
the ſhoulders of Hymen, and in her 
| hand holds this inſcription, done in 
letters of gold, Lx TNOT TUR UNHAL= . 
| LOWED FOOT OF Vice ENTER THIS 
TEMPLE, CONSECRATED BY ME AND | 
DEDICATED | 'To. Hyman, WHOSE 
HANDMAID I am. On the right 
f theſe two figures are placed : 
Urania and the Singet, on the left a 
group c of little Cupids,”with different 
5 inſtroments, eee the pre- 


ſence 5 
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ſence of Hymen. Theſe ſtatues are 
all I can yet deſcribe, unleſs it i is the 
extenſive view from the temple, the 
gloomy walk which we before ob- 
jected was here a principal beauty, 
your eye being led from off the vel- 
vet turf, enriched with every kind 
of ſhrub, quite up through it, and 
the end of it terminated by the ſouth 
front of the caſtle, whilſt the park, 
an arm of the ſea, and a country 
diverſified with hill and dale, contri- 


bute their ſeveral ornaments to com- 


pleat the elegant deſign, which, Mr. 


Temple has ſince told me, Lord 

Henry formed in honour to his 

nieces and their huſbands, A ſer- 
vant being diſpatched from the caſ- 
tle, we returned to it a nearer way, 
5 and found all our company, except _ 
2 K 2 Lord 
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Lord Henry, aſſembled in the 
Ducheſs's dreſſing room. As we 


came in full of the enchanting ſpot, 
the Colonel deſcribed it with ſuch 
encomiums, as raiſed all their curio- 
"tres; In the midſt of our converſa- 
tion, his Lordſhip came into the 
room, and every one congratulated 
him on his refined taſte in the new 
plwGan he had executed. This is not 
fair, my friend, ſaid his Lordſhip, 
turning to Mr. Temple, you have 
| diſcovered our ſecret. I plead Not 
guilty, my Lord, replied he, it was 
accident that betrayed it. Mr. 
Worthley then gave the ſame ac- 
count Ihave already given you, of his 
finding it out, and my good man of 
ceourſe was cleared from any breach 
7 of truſt. To-morrow, faid his Lord- 


. 
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| ſhip, I intend. to receive you in that 


temple, and have invited a ſelect 
party to be at the opening of it. No 


praiſe is due to me, either in the 


deſign or execution of the build- 
ing; the firſt was inſpired by the 
; happineſs of theſe two Ladies, point- 
ing to Lady Frances and Lady Caro- 
mne, whoſe eyes at that moment 
ſparkled with additional luſtre ; ; and 
for all the beauty of the laſt, Iam 
indebted to the extenſive genius of 
Mr. I. emple. 1 will not lengthen 
out my narrative with a detail of 
compliments, Kc. that paſſed on 
this occaſion. As ſoon as we had 
breakfaſted, our coaches were at 
the door; ſo breaking off a lively 
converſation, we took an agreeable 
airing t till near one. Lady Frances 
7 'K 3 called 
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called on Lady Mary Frampton, 
who anſwers the engaging picture 
| you have already had of her; ſhe 
yielded to the earneſt ſolicitations of 
Lady Frances, and favoured us with 
her company back to the caſtle, 
where the day was paſſed in walking, 
converſation, and muſic; the evening 
began with cards, and ended i na. 
dance, a deal of company drop- £ 
ping in, ſo that we made ten couple 
and three card- tables; it was late 
when we retired, which has detain- 
ed the ladies in their beds longer 
than uſual. It is now paſt ten, and not 
one of them yet come from their 
apartments. 1 have been writing 
theſe two hours in momentary „ 
pectation of their appearance. This 
is Thurſday, and the day when the 


temple 
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temple of Hymen is to be honour- 
ed with a brilliant aſſembly.— Make 


haſte, my dear mother and ſiſter, to 


ſhare with me the refined enjoy- 


ments of this Place. Adieu. 


. To the Same. 


| Friday n mornin g. 5 
du p p 0 8 E thi company nume 


— rous, drefles ſuperb, countenances 


chearful, converfation polite, and 
actions flowing from minds filled 
with the trueſt ſenſe of virtue and 
greatneſs: : ſuppoſe the two amiable | 
ſiſters preſiding with eaſe, dignity, 

and ſweetneſs: ſuppoſe Lord Henry, 
buy his inimitable affability, encou- 
raging thoſe of inferior to conſider 
themſelves of equal rank; whilſt 
K 4. 1 90 
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| thoſe born to the ſame honours muſt 
| behold with pleaſure his fair exam- 
ple. Such was the ſplendid afſem- 
bly, choſen to grace the temple of 
Hymen, which we entered about 
five. How beautiful, how gay, ap- 
. peared the green carpet! As the 
Company aſcended the ſun ſhone wy 
upon them, it ſeemed to overlook 
_. "that ſpot with its whole influence 3 
to its bright rays our ſilks were in- 
debted for colours, that the induſ- 
trious filk-worm or the ingenious 
 artificer could not have beſtowed: 
in ſhort, it brought to my memory 
8 paſſage of a certain great poet, 
Who compares ſuch an aſſembly to 
a bed of variegated tulips, No long- | 
er are we debarred acceſs, the fold- 
be * doors flew open, and we all fol- 


lowed ” 
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lowed her Grace into a magnificent 
entertaining room, part of the furni- 
ture of which I intend deſcribing; but 
to do it with the exactneſs I could 
wiſh, I will by and by ſteal half an 
hour from the company, when they 
go to their dreſſing rooms, and finiſh 

my letter in the temple. But firſt | 
let me tell you the charming cele- 
bration of this feſtival; the muſic 
vas ſcattered about the wood in ſuch 


a manner, that though ſurrounded by 


it, no one could diſcover the orche- 
fra. French horns,” drums, trum- 
pets, and every kind of warlike ſound 
filled the air; yet at ſo proper a 
diſtance, that the melodious flute, 
the ſhepherd's warbling pipe, and 


1 various ſorts of ſweet inſtruments 


were 3 heard. In the dome 
4 | K 5 were 5 
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were laid ſeveral tables filled with 
wine and ſweetmeats, which Lord 


Henry told us were to regale ſome 


of Hymen's votaries in honour to the 
day. He then deſired we would place 
_ ourſelves at the windows, to ſee his 
gueſts make their entry into the 
temple. You might have read of 
magic, incantations, of enchanters 
_ wands, which have raiſed a caſtle in 
Aa deſart, or turned a wilderneſs into 
groves and gardens; but I tell you 
all thoſe extraordinary fables could 
not have afforded a more pleaſing 
ſight, than that which reality pre- 
ſented us with in the woods 1 
Audly Caſtle, When every fixed 
eye Was in eager expectation, * 
young man with a lute in his hand, 


badi: d Vike a ſhepherd, approached == 


e 
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fo near, that we could hear theſe 


words diſtinctly, in a voice full as 


ſweet and harmonious as that of 


the pen Mr. Beard: 
of 

Come, my ſhepherds, come away, 
This is Hymen's feſtal daß; 
Waſte no time, but follow Benet 
Homage pay, and rites prepare. 


Come, my ſhepherds, come a- 


"wy &c. 1 
1 


/ Come, my nymphs, with modeſt air, : 
Like the ſeaſon mild and fair; Fan + £08 


Come, by Virtue led along, 
Haſte and j join in Hymen's 4 


Some, my nymphs, with modeſt 
ar, CC, ez zul OV en 


? 1 See 5 
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in 911 III., = 
1 See FOR oth and nous 85 
Call down bleſſings from above; 
See the br ight example ſhine Nagy 
In Ormſpby and his Caroline; [preſt 
See truth and goodneſs ſtrong im- 
| In Warnhley: and. his _ 8 breaſt, 9 0 


IV. 


. my ee come ay, 

This is Hymen's feſtal day; - 
h Come, my nymphs, with modeſt: air, 5 
1 Like the ſeaſon 0 and fair. „ 


I At 7 which A WY invituion, 1 385 
5 vanced from behind ſeveral trees and 
| ſhrubs, where they had before been 

| concealed, a troop of ſhepherds and 
the pherdeſſes, dreſſed like the for- 
mer, who ſung as follows: 


11 Suxr- 
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| SHEPHERDS. We come, we come. 
SE PHERDESSES. Behold us here. 


Ax. With joy we attend the glad 
rites to prepare, 


In 1 of virtue, in honour of love, 
Let the tabor ſtrike wp and reſound 
* 24737 the | action 


Here the while band oft jold- 
ed in chorus, the effect of which 


was charming beyond what I can 


deſcribe. The two amiable pair to 
whom the ſongs were addreſſed, 
looked filently in grateful love on 
Lord Henry; every one was in rap- 
tures, every one ſtrove to expreſs their 
approbation; but what moſt delighted 
me was, to ſee the young men take out 
their partners, ſome of whom were 
5 extranely lovely, and after a ſhort 
dance 
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dance led them into the dome, where 
having refreſhed themſelves with 


the collation prepared for them, we 
all thronging to the door to obſerve 
their motions, a girl about eighteen, 
the emblem of beauty and innocence, 
dxeſſed in a long white robe, went 
round and untied the garlands of 
flowers that bound the crooks of 


ber companions, and hung thoſe of  --- 


the women about the ſtatue of Pu- : 
rity; and thoſe of the men on that of 
- Hymen; which ceremony being per- 


formed, all retired into the caſtle, - 


where they were to rejoice the reſt 
of the evening. The whole wood 
round the caſtle was illuminated; a 


ſight, the grandeur of which i is not ; 
to be conceived; particularly the dark 


Walk, which the moſt. Piercing, ſtar 
could 
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could never penetrate, ſhone with in- 
credible luſtre; ſome. hundred lamps 
adorned its venerable trees, and a 
great number of lights being placed : 
In that front of the caſtle, it appear- 
ed from the eminence from which 
we beheld / it, to be altogether the 
work of enchantment. The ball was 
begun by Lady Frances and Lord 
Goſmont, and the company returned 
to the caſtle about three, being con- 
veyed back in chairs provided for that 
pPurpoſe. And now, my dear, I muſt 
once more carry you back to the 
temple, in order to fulfil my pro- 
mile, and exhibit to your minds 
eye the principal ornaments of tje 
inner room; therefore adieu till 1 
reach it. Here am I juſt entered 
this moſt. magnificent apartment, 
he - ou. 
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though alone in the midſt of deſire- 
able company, though ſilent, con- 
verſing with them. I ſhall introduee 

you firſt, my dear Harriot, to the 


1 Duke and Ducheſs of 8 —, who, at 
blue head of the room, ſeem to expect 
| your approach, and ready to leave 
the canvaſs to receive and welcome 
you; theſe are two portraits at full 
length, taken from their original 


- pictures, when youth and beauty | 
gave charms to the pencil of a ſkill- 


in the ſame piece; their hands, uni- 
ed, and the Duke's eyes turned on 
| the Ducheſs with ineffable pleaſure. | 


on them; here are others that will en- 


ful painter; but by the device of 
Lord Henry, they are here placed . 


But let us not fix ours too attentively 2 


= s. eee firſt op 
23 V8 which 
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which is Lord Henry, ARR at the 
lower end of the room, fronting the 
Duke and Ducheſs; in his hand an 
exact miniature reſemblance of his 
beloved, his ever regretted Sophia ; ; 
ſee with what rapture he ſeems to 
dwell on her portrait; how manly, , 
yet how mild, how ſerene, how 
_ amiable his countenance | ſee how 
he points the hand that does not 
contain the picture of Miſs Worth- . 
ley, up to the ſky, where you be- 


held her aſcending, veiled in a cloud 


ol light; good God! with what ſe- i 

5 raphic tranſport does ſhe look down 
on Lord Henry, whilſt an angel de- 
ſcends to encircle her head with a 
crown of glory! But come away, 


my ſiſter, left. imagination grow ſo 


1724 


ſtrong, that we fancy the lovely vi- | 


ſion ſnatched from our view by her 


4 : . „ 
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heavenly conductor, whoſe hand! is 
ſtretched out to receive her. Turn 
now to the right of his Lordſhip, 
and obſerve the good Mrs. Worth- 
: ley, whoſe claſped hands are lifted 
up, whilſt her eyes are fixed on her 
ſon and Lady Frances, like one con- 
templating her riches, at the ſame | 
time that ſhe thanks the beſtower of 
them. That a painter ſhould repre- 
ſent the outward form exact, is not 
ſurpriſing; but that he ſhould, in 


more lively colours, the interior beau- 5 


ties, the different paſſions of human 


nature, amazes me, and ſeems as if 
he ſtudied the graces of the mind 
before he could attempt thoſe of the 
perſon. On the right of the Duke 
and Ducheſs, Mr. Worthley and his 
e bride, on the left Lord 
| Ormſby 
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Ormſby and his blooming Caroline, : 
inſpire you with the higheſt idea of 
love, innocence, and felicity. On the 
left of Lord Henry, Mr. Neviſon, 
with goodneſs, piety, and pleaſure 
in bis aſpect, calls for all your atten- 
tion and admiration: he ſmiles on 
Lady Caroline; he lays his hand on 
his venerable breaſt; and, as I ſtand | 
gazing on the faint- like figure, I can | 
fancy his lips move; that he ſpeaks, 
that he tells us, all Within is peace; 
that he is happy in this life, yet hopes 
a more glorious reward in eternity. 
Think not, my deareſt Harriot, theſe 
thoughts are improper for a heathen. 


= temple : the wiſer heathens had all 


the ſame hope with Mr. Neviſon, 


though not with the ſame certainty. 


Mr. Temple brings me a welcome | 
letter from P01 the) joy 1 feel at my 
mo- 


5 1 7 be Hiftories, &c. 


| mother's recovery is unutterable, 
and the pleaſure I propoſe. in ſeeing 
you ſoon, puts a ſtop to my ſcrib- 
blings, as you will then be awitneſs of 
every charm which my pen has but 
very faintly deſcribed. The Ladies, 
attended by Lord Henry and the 
other gentlemen, are now aſcending 
_ the green ſlope. Mr. Temple ſays 
they come to rejoice with me in the 
dear expectation with which your 
letter has filled my boſoin; though 55 
they all ſo cagerly long for my. mo- 


ther's and your preſence, no one can 


To ſo ardently 1 wiſh for that moment, as 
Jour happy and- affectionate F 

Here the correſpondence drops 

5 between the two Ladies, Mrs. Went- 
Worth and her daughter going down 
to b caſtle ſoon after the wy eva. > 
: Fi N. s 5 
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